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ILLINOIS ORNITHOLOGICAL SocIETY 

Dear Members: 

At our most recent board meeting, one of the items discussed was 
a proposal to revise the IOS by-laws to streamline our organization's 
process for the election of directors. 

At present IOS is organized like most grass roots organizations. 
As board member and former American Birding Association President 
Dan Williams desc1ibed oar process "the oomjnating committee huddles, 
chooses a list of candidates, call them bopes that they accept, and then 
presents the list to the membership for approval." Our members have the 
right to nominate candidates, something that has not happened once in 
our 13 year history. 

Each year three board seats are open for election. Board members 
serve three year terms. They can serve two consecutive terms, but then 
must go off the board for at least a year. To date only one director has 
been reelected after having gone off the board. 

The board elects a nominating committee each year of two board 
members who go through the process that Dan described. The IOS 
President is not a member of the nominating committee. The nominating 
committee presents its recommended slate to the board. 

The board provides direction as to the type of candidates who would 
add strength t 'the board. Basically we look to maintain representation 
from tlu·oughout the state and to recruit a mix of proti · ·ional ornitho
logiclll/wildlife conservation and bu iness folks and lay birders from 
disparate background . We I ok for leade1: Wp qualities. 

Our pre.sent b ard bas two retired businessmen a chetnical company 
executive, an insW'ru1ce industry consultant, two lawyers a uruversity 
employee, n not-for-profit executive and an IL DNR employee. Fi�e of 
the directors have served or are- serving in the leadeTShlp of llOL-for
profil organizations, including American Hireling Association, Bird 

onservation etwork Chicago Ornithological ociety, DuPage Birding 
Club a yacht club and a state biotech organization. Some arc expert 
birders. 01l1ers just enjoy the sport. Wlmt we have in conunoo i a love of 
birding and a willingness to devote time to advancing birding in Illinois. 

Every year at the Annual Meeting dinner the nominees to fill the open 
board seats are presented to those members present and a vote is taken. 

At no time in our history has the board received a nomination from 
the members at large, nor has the Annual Meeting not unanimously 
approved the board's recommendations. 

The proposal is to streamline this process by amending the by-laws to 
give the board the authority to appoint IOS members to open board seats. 
The American Birding Association is organized this way. 

This proposal' is in no way intende.d to prevent any member from 
nominating any other member as a candidate for the boru·d. very mem
ber has that right now and would continue to have the right to make nom
inations. All you have to do is send your nomination to the IO ecretary 
presently Denis Bohm. Board elections w011ld continue to be held in the 
spring each year. 

Good birding. 
Michael Hogg, President 

MHKiwi@aol.com 



Letter from the Editor 

Saving the Greater Prairie-Chicken 

This issue presents a lead article by Jeff 
Walk and photographs by Mary Kay Rubey on 
one of the rarest birds in fll inois - the Greater 
Prairie-Chicken, one which I might add was 
once so common in the state that it was found 
from the far reaches of northern Illinois in my 
home town of Mundelein to the rich prairies in 
southeastern Jllinois made famous by Robert 
Ridgway. 

Today, as pointed out in Walk's article, the 
prairie-chicken lives in only a few select loca
tions in Jasper and Marion counties. If not 
for the dedicated research of people like Walk, 
Scott Simpson and Terry Esker as well as the 
Illinois Audubon Society's dedication to pur
chasing good habitat, this bird could have been 
extirpated from Illinois. I OS's role in educating 
others about rare birds as well as publishing 

articles about them can also be of great help. 

If we don't do something now, the Greater 
Prairie-Chicken could become our genera
tion's version of the lvory-bil led Woodpecker, 
another species that disappears because of 
rampant destruction of habitat. Indeed, likely 
the only thing that will  save the prairie
chicken in Il linois is preserving more habitat 
and letting state officials know how important 
it is to establi sh more breeding territory for 
these birds. One prime example is Pyramid 
State Park, where there are already good 
numbers of rare breeding grassland birds. In 
southeastern Tllinoi s ,  prairie-chickens have 
recently re-established themselves at former 
agricultural lands, which have been managed 
for prairie-chickens by the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources. The lllinois Audubon 
Society played an important role in this 
venture. 

To learn about this species, how difficult it 

is to save a bird with a small gene pool and 
how its population can be stabil i zed in l l linois, 
read Walk's and Simpson's article on the Il l i
nois prairie-chicken recovery p lan beginning 
on page 82. 
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Michael Retter drew this issue's cover art of a Lark 

Bunting. He is a central Illinois native who works as a tour 

leader for Tropical B irding, leading tours in Mexico, the US, 

and (soon) Madagascar. He has worked the last five summers 

for Rocky Mountain B ird Observatory on its B lack Hills mon

itoring proj ect. Among all the hustle and bustle, Michael also 

manages to run GBNA, the continent's emai l l istserv for GLBT 

birders. He accepts comissioned artwork and tours. You may 

vist his website at http ://retter.xenospiza.com/. 

<("i Copyright 2005 by the Illinois Ornithological Society. No part of 
this journal may be reproduced without the written permission of JOS 
and the chief editor, except brief passages of a paragraph or less in 
which attribution is made to the journal and author. 
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The Illinois prairie-chicken 

recovery plan 

Once abundant in I lli
nois, the Greater Prairie
Chicken (Tympanuchus cupi
do pinnatus) is now a state
endangered species. Through
out its range, this signature 
bird of the tall grass prairie is 
a high conservation priority 
because of its shrinking 
range and declining abun
dance, due to habitat loss and 
degradation. Nonetheless, the 
recovery potential of prairie
chickens in Illinois and else
where is very good, and only 
limited by people's motiva
tion to provide adequate 
habitat. Since prairie-chick
ens have large home ranges, work
ing towards their recovery wil l  
benefit many other grassland birds. 

Recent History 
The historical changes in distri

bution and abundance of the prairie
chicken in Illinois, from tremendous 
abundance ( 1 0- 1 5  million birds) 
throughout the state in the mid nine
teenth century to near extirpation, 
are well-documented (Westemeier 
1 985) .  By 1 993 , fewer than 5 0  
prairie-chickens remained in Illinois, 
including a handful of birds that had 
been imported from Minnesota. 

Several problems had thrown 
the last I l linois prairie-chickens into 
what conservation biologists call an 
"extinction vortex," a downward 
spiral to oblivion. The too-small 
habitat goals set in the 1 960s had 
not been achieved (Simpson and 
Esker 1 997), and the birds were 
isolated - hundreds of miles from 
prairie-chicken populations in 
other states, with virtually no chance 
of movement between groups . 
Pheasants had expanded their range 
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by Jeffery W Walk and Scott A. Simpson 

The recovery potential 

of prairie-chickens in 

Illinois and elsewhere 

is very good, and only 

limited by people's 

motivation to provide 

adequate habitat. 

southward, parasitizing as many as 
43% of all prairie-chicken nests in 
the mid- l 980s before an aggressive 
control program (Vance and Weste
meier 1 979, Westemeier at al 
1 998a). Because of severe inbreed
ing depression, resulting from low 
population size for 3 decades, less 
than 40% of eggs could hatch, the 
rest infertile or with embryos dying 
during early development (Weste
meier et al l 998b ) .  

Above: Greater Prairie-Chicken hen. 

A ll prairie-chicken photos were 

taken by Mary Kay Rubey at 

Greater Prairie-Chicken leks in 

Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

In an attempt to restore 
genetic diversity and provide 
immediate demographic 
relief, prairie-chickens were 
translocated from Minnesota, 
Nebraska and Kansas to 
Illinois from 1 992 to 1 998 . 
Egg fertility rates returned to 
normal levels  above 90% 
(Westemeier et al . l 998b ), 
and the population numbered 
around 250 birds in 1 999. 
Knowing similar rescues 
would be necessary in the 
future if the prairie-chicken 
population remained small 
and isolated, biologists need
ed answers to several ques

tions: how large of a population is 
needed to have a strong chance of 
long-term survival? How much 
grassland is needed to support a 
viable population? And, are there 
areas in Illinois with potential for 
establishing more prairie-chicken 
populations? Since 1 962, Prairie 
Ridge had fortuitously become 
much more than a "prairie-chicken 
sanctuary," with significant popula
tions of Northern Harriers, Short
eared Owls, Upland Sandpipers, 
Henslow's Sparrows and other 
grassland species of high conserva
tion concern . Recovery efforts for 
prairie-chickens were expected to 
improve the status of many other 
grassland birds. 

Biology & Conservation 
Prairie-chickens have several 

behavioral characteristics that make 
conserving them more challenging. 
First, they naturally are uncommon. 
Over a 30-year period in south
central Illinois, the spring density 
was about 1 8  birds per square mile, 
in an area of about 20% grass
land (Simpson and Esker 1 997). 
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Densities arc even lower in other 
states-nearer 1 0  birds per square 
mile in Wisconsin and M i ssouri 
(Johnsgard I 983).  It might require 
an area larger than 50 square mi les 
to support one-thousand birds. 

Besides occurring at low densi
ty, prairie-chickens move around. A 
lot. Sustained fl ights of 5 miles from 
roosting to feeding areas are com
mon. ln Minnesota, a brood of four 
chicks (3 females and one male) 
were radio-tagged, and on their first 
birthday, the points where these 
birds had been relocated encom
passed 1 ,045 square miles (Toepfer 
and Rosenquist, unpublished data)! 
The average female prairie-chicken 
moves more than 4 miles from 
where she was hatched to where she 
nests for the first time the following 
spring. But, 85% of young males 
move less than 2 miles to their 
breeding territories (Halfmann 
2002) .  As a result, prairie-chickens 
can be very slow to colonize new 
habitat because few males 
move long distances. And, iso
lated prairie-chicken popula
tions are l itera l ly  pumping 
their breeding stock into the 
surrounding landscape as 
females instinctively seek out 
other populations away from 
"home." 

Though prairie-chickens arc a 
tal lgrass prairie species, they do 
not particularly l ike tal l grasses. 
Prairie-chickens rely on their vision 
to protect them from hawks and 
other predators. For similar reasons, 
prairie-chickens instinctively avoid 
places near woodlands, tree l ines, 
buildings and other structures 
(Schroeder and Robb 1 993, Johns
gard 2002). To visualize good prairie
chicken habitat, think of grass dense 
enough to hide a volleyball. And 
short enough for a walnut on top of 
that volleyball to be able to see you 
coming, with an unobstructed view 
in all directions for a half-mile or 
more. This trait of prairie-chickens 
is especially frustrating to biologists 
in Ill inoi s .  Many environmental 
programs rightly target h ighly
erodible soils and floodplains to 
maximize soi l conservation, water 
quality, and wildlife benefits. But i n  
Illinois, most o f  these acres are near 
wooded stream corridors shunned 

( Svedarsky et al. 1999), only one 
small flock, probably never more 
than I 0 or 15 birds, established 
itself on CRP grasslands in Illinoi s .  
And when those acres recently 
returned to crop production after the 
1 0-ycar contracts expired, the pio
neering flock vanished. 

The Illinois 

Recovery Plan 
B ased on what is known of 

prairie-chicken biology, biologists 
developed some guidelines for 
recovery goals .  First, a s ignificant 
prairi e-chicken population simply 
needs the open space of a suitable 
landscape-at least I 00 square 
kilometers, roughly the s i ze of a 
townsh ip, that contains less than 
1 0% woodland/forest and urban/ 
residential land cover, with a core 
area of at least 40% grassland. 
Secondly, to minimize genetic prob
lems, these places need to be l inked 
by satell ite areas, or grassland "step

ping stones" less than 12 
miles apart, so birds moving 
through the landscape have 
places to settle as they move 
among core areas over several 
generations. 

The communal mating 
di splays of prairie-chickens 
arc a fantastic spectacle to 
witness. But of the 8 or more 
males typically on a booming 
ground, only one or two dom
inant males do 70% to 90% of 
the mating (Schroeder and 
Robb 1993). With relatively 
few males contributing genes Male Greater Prairie-Chicken vvith elongated 

The initial objective is to 
ensure the long-term preser
vation of the remnant popula
tions, by maintain i ng the 
combined Prairie Ridge popu
lation, incl uding those at 
satell ite areas, of at least 
1 ,000 birds. To support this 
many birds, an additional 
6,000 acres of grassl and 
(5,000 total acres at each of 
the two units of Prairie Ridge) 

and habitat at three or more 
to each year's recruitment, the head.feathers at rest. 

risk of inbreeding depression 
skyrockets. Conservation biologists 
often use 500 individuals as a rule
of-thumb for a viable popula
t ion-one that has a low risk of dying 
out over 50 generations or longer. 
But a prairie-chicken population of 
900 to 2,500 birds is needed to have 
the same genetic properties as an 
ideal population of 500 birds, where 
each contributes genes equally to 
the next generation (Walk 2004). 
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by prairie-chickens.  There are about 
780,000 acres of Conservation 
Reserve Program ( CRP) grasslands 
in Illinois, for example, but almost 
none of them are where the remain-
ing prairie-chickens benefit from 
them. In contrast to Minnesota, 
where the Conservation Reserve 
Program is credited with allowing 
prairie-chickens to become common 
enough to allow a hunting season 

sate] 1 i te areas are needed. 
Looking farther ahead, im

proving the species'  status from 
endangered to threatened woul d  
requ ire a popu l ation of 3 ,000.  
When the population reaches 5,000 
birds, they should be delisted. 

B iologists identified only one 
site as having high potential for 
a prairie-chi cken reintroduction : 
Pyramid State Recreation Area in  
southwestern lllinois.  The  lllinois 
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Department of Natural Resources 
recently added about 1 6,000 acres 
of reclaimed strip mine grasslands 
to the park, which is home to sever
al hundred Henslow's sparrows, 
dozens of Loggerhead Shrikes, and 
lots of Northern Harriers and Short
eared Owls in winter (Walk 200 1 ,  
Hoover 2003). Besides the huge 
amount of available grassland habi
tat on state property and the sur
rounding landscape ,  the area is 
beyond the range of Ring-necked 
Pheasants, avoiding that complicat
i ng factor. The Pyramid area could 
be connected to the Marion County 
population, about 60 mi les away, 
with relatively few satellite sites. 

Other areas evaluated for 
prairie-chickens were the Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie - Goose 
Lake Prairie area, Lost Mound 
National Wildlife Refuge (formerly 
the Savanna Army Depot), Nachusa 
Grasslands, Green River State Fish 
& Wildlife Area, and Iroquois 
County State Fish & Wildlife Area 
(the last two purchased as prairie
chicken refuges in the 1 940s). For a 
variety of reasons, including small 
size, the certainty of conflicts with 
pheasants, degraded habitat condi
tions, too much woodland or urban 
land use, and isolation from other 
potential reintroduction areas, these 
areas have low potential for sustain
ing robust prairie-chicken popula
tions at this time. 

84 

Grassland restoration and man
agement throughout I ll inois are 
important for Upland Sandpipers, 
Grasshopper Sparrows, Northern 
Harriers and other grassland birds 
that are rare and have declined 
significantly in recent decades. 
Some species, l ike Bobolinks and 
Savannah Sparrows, are naturally 
limited to the northern two-thirds of 
the state, where prairie-chickens 
can't survive now . . .  but may some
day, if grasses become important 
biofuel crops or the birds adapt to 
new conditions. Fifty years ago, few 
people would have predicted the 
recovery of sandhill cranes in north
eastern Illinois that we're witness
ing today. But would that recovery 
have been possible without wetland 

conservation over the past 50 years 
by the forest preserve districts, state 
and federal agencies, and private 
organizations? 

Since translocations of prairie
ch ickens ended in 1 998, Prairie 
Ridge has expanded by 1 ,280 acres, 
600 of those acres being secured by 
the Illinois Audubon Society. Many 
of the new areas are sti 1 1  being 
established into grassland habitat, 
so habitat conditions favor gains for 
these birds in the short-term. And 
the birds do respond to new habitat: 
the number of prairie-chickens on 
booming grounds in 2005 was 56% 
higher than the year before. 
Nonetheless, this is a small, vulner
able population. Full recovery is 
dependent upon creation of thou-

Photos: Top left to bottom right (on page 84); Male Greater Prairie-Chicken 

with long head feathers raised; Greater Prairie-Chicken male in fitll 

territorial defense posture; Tivo male Greater Prairie-Chickens face o(f,: 

(on page 85) Left, Greater Prairie-Chicken males begin territorial dispute; 

Right, two male Greater Prairie-Chickens in fit!! territorial dispute. 
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sands of acres of additional habitat, 
and probably additional releases of 
birds from other states. Because 
populations among the states with 
prairie-chickens are dependent on 
robust populations in other states, 
biologists coordinated by the North 
American Grouse Partnership are 
beginning to work on a range-wide 
management plan, to ensure future 
generation enjoy th i s  signature bird 
of the tallgrass prairie. 
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To receive a printed copy of 
"The Plan for the Recovery of the 
Greater Prairie-Chicken in Illinois," 
contact the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources - Division of 
Wildlife Resources, One Natural 
Resources Way, Springfield, J L 
62702 or call 2 1 7  /785-6384. 

- Jeffery W Walk 
Jllinois Natural Histmy Survey 

One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 

jwalk@dnrmail . state . i l .us 

- Scott A. Simpson 
Illinois Department 

of Natural Resources 
4295 N. JOOOth Street 

Newton, IL 62448 

Editor's Note: The IOS Annual 
Meeting will be held at the end of 
March in Effingham just in time to 
observe the Greater Prairie-Chickens 
on their leks. See Wings Over The 
Prairie and o ur Web site www. 
illinoisbirds .org for more informa
tion on how to sign up to see these 
rare birds. 
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Five years of hawkwatching 

at Illinois Beach State Park: 

where are we now? 

In 2000, Vic Berardi decided to 
start a dedicated volunteer hawk
watch at the North Unit  of Illinois 
Beach State Parle Although David 
Johnson and Joel Greenberg h ad 
conducted two season-long counts 
in the South Unit in the early l 980's 
(Greenberg 2002), nothing more 
than casual observations had been 
undertaken since, and no effort to 
actually analyze the data from those 
censuses has ever, to our knowl
edge, been made. Mount Hoy, in 
DuPage County, was also the site of 
an organized count from 1 985 to 
1 988,  but we are unaware of any 
published data from this location. 
We here report on the first attempt 
to analyze population trends of 
migrating raptors in I llinois. 

Methods 
From 2000 through 2004, we 

recorded number and species of rap
tors (Order Falconiformes, also 
Turkey Vulture) migrating past the 
North Unit of Illinois B each State 
Park. ln 2003,  we observed from 
the first parking lot at North Point 
Marina, � one mile due north of our 
normal site. This was due to the road 
into the usual site being closed for 
construction. Our observations 
extended from the last weekend in 
August through the last weekend in 
November, occasionally until the 
first weekend in December. 

The recording has been done 
entirely through volunteers, and 
thus coverage has not been complete 
during those time spans. The first 
two years, some volunteers only 
recorded the total number of birds 
and the total number of hours they 
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by Vic Berardi and Paul Sweet 

were observing. Whenever possi
ble, however, we have recorded our 
data hourly, including the number of 
each species, the cloud cover, the 
temperature, the wind strength (on 
the Beaufort scale) and direction, 
and the number of observers (offi
cial volunteers - visitors are not 
included in the data). The last three 
years, we have done this exclusively. 
In 2004, we also attempted to record 
the age, sex or color morph of each 
bird, where possible. 

The first two years, we asked 
volunteers to man the site whenever 
the weather conditions looked 
favorable - typically on west or 
northwest winds. The last three 
years, we have asked volunteers to 
commit to one or more days a week, 
and to count on those days regard
less of weather conditions (rain or 
heavy snow excepted). 

Ensuring the accuracy of the 
data is the responsibility of the offi
cial counter for the day, usually the 
most experienced observer present. 
All decisions as to species identifi
cation or numbers are made by the 
counter. 

Birds are counted when they 
cross an imaginary line running 
overhead from East to West. We 
attempt to restrict our count to 
migrants, and usually this is a 
straightforward process. Birds in 
the process of migrating are usually 
quite direct in their flight, whereas 
local birds typically follow a mean
dering flight path. With practice, we 
can also identify local birds ( espe
cially Red-tailed Hawks) by distinc
tive markings or molt patterns. 

Adult Bald Eagle in.flight. Photo by 

Mary Kay Rubey 

Results 
From 2000 through 2004, the 

hawkwatch at IBSP recorded 30,008 
raptors of 15 species. As can be seen 
from Table 1 ,  Broad-winged Hawks 
were the most numerous, with 
1 0,332 individuals, or 34.4 % of our 
totals. Red-tailed Hawks, with 7,975 
or 27. 5%, and Sharp-shinned 
Hawks, with 5, 1 27, or 1 7% are our 
next two most common species. 

When to come? 
From a birder's standpoint, 

one of the main advantages of 
this sort of detailed record
keeping is that it gives a better 
idea of exactly when to look for 
any given species, in order to 
maximize the chances of spot
ting them, or observing a large 
flight. For this purpose, we con
structed multiple regression 
models based on al l five years 
worth of data. In addition, we 
graphed each species' hourly 
distribution to better understand 
what time of day each species is 
most likely to be observed at, 
and we graphed each species 
occurrence by wind direction. 
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Table I: Species totals for each of the first 5 years of the IBSP Hawkwatch 
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Figure l :  Hawks & Wind Variables 
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Figure l: Number of hawks per hour under different wind conditions. 
Direction is set by the compass, with North at the top, and wind speed 
increases away from the center. Wind speed is 
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indicated on the Beaufort Scale. 

Chari hy Janice Sweet 

Indeed, these three species are the only ones 
to have exceeded yearly counts of 1,000, and 
Red-tailed Hawks have done so all five years. 
It should be noted, however, that 93% of our 
Broad-winged Hawks were recorded in 2003, 
and in fact 9 1  % can be accounted for with 
just six days of observation. Because of this 
extreme variability in Broad-winged Hawk 
numbers, we also note yearly totals without 
Broad-winged Hawks. Because of the geog
raphy of our site (Lake Michigan provides a 
leading line to those hawks that are unwilling 
Lo cross large bodies of water), our biggest 
flights come on northwest to west winds, as 
can be seen from Fig. I. 
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Turkey Vulture: Although Turkey 
Vultures can be seen moving past our 
site for most of the season, the first two 
weeks in October are the peak time for 
them. During that period, we have 
recorded them during 25'Yu of our hours 
of observation. They are best seen on 

clear days with west to northwest winds, I ike most of our 
hawks, and they show two daily peaks - one at 1 1  a.m., 
and one at 3 p.rn. Photo hy Eric Walters 

Osprey: Ospreys arc primarily an early
season migrant. Although we have had them as 
late as the end of November, their peak comes 
during the third week of September, when they 
are seen during 3 1  'Xi of our hours of observa
tion. They prefer west winds, the stronger the 
better, on relatively warm days, and me most 
likely to be seen late in the day - even by 2 
p.111., they arc only at 40% of the peak fre
quency at 4 p.m. Photo hy Mllly Kay Ruhey 
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Bald Eagle: Eagles can be 
seen at our site at any time 
during the season, although 
they are more likely after 
mid-October. Even then, they 
can't be considered common, 
being seen in only 5-7% of 

hours of observation. As with most of our hawks, Bald 
Eagles prefer west to northwest winds, but they show a 
definite preference for colder than normal days. On the 
rare occasions when we have had more than two in a day, 
they usually show up late in the day - the frequency at 4 
p .m. is only 30% of the peak at 5 p .m. Photo by Mary 
Kay Rubey. 

Northern Harrier: Harriers are one 
of four species that we have record
ed during every week of the season. 
They peak the third week in 
October, seen in 3 1  % of the hours 
of observation. They show a strong 
preference for west winds, and are 
most likely after a cold front, the 
stronger the better. They are prima

rily a midday bird, peaking at I 0 a.m. ,  but at 70+% of 
peak frequency from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Photo by Mary 
Kay Rubey. 

Shar p-shi nned Hawk: One of our 
most abundant and familiar hawks, 
Sharpies are another species 
recorded every week of the season. 
They do show a peak in abundance 
the 2nd and 3rd week of October 
with 65-67% of hours having 
Sharpies. They are at their best on 
clear days with west winds, and 

generally better on windy days. Their daily peak is from 
9- 1 0  a.m., but they are at 80% of peak frequency or bet
ter from 8 a.m. to 3 p .m. Quite often on days with strong 
flights, the first bird of the day is a Sharp-shinned. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 

Coo pe r's Hawk : This is the one 
species where our models show no 
effect of date. They have been 
recorded every week of the season, 
although they do show a spread-out 
peak from the third week in 
September to the end of October, 
typically seen in 24-27% of hours 
during that span. They prefer strong 

west to northwest winds with clear skies, and are most 
l ikely after fronts. They are primarily a morning 
migrant, with a peak at 1 1  a.m., falling to 60% by 1 
p.m.,  and 20% by 3 p .m. Photo by Jen:v Kumery. 
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Northern Goshawk : One of our 
most eagerly awaited migrants, 
Goshawks are a late migrant - we 
have not recorded them before 
September 1 0, and usually not 
before October. They peak the first 
week in November, when they are 
seen during 1 1  % of hours. Again, 
Goshawks prefer strong west-north

west winds and clear skies, and they are most likely on 
colder than normal days. They peak at 1 1  a.m., but are at 
60% of peak from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Photo by Geoffrey 
Williamson. 

Red -shouldered Hawk : Red-shoul
dered Hawks are another late 
migrant. Although we have seen a 
few in late September, they peak the 
first week in November, in 22% of 
hours. They prefer strong winds 
after a cold front, and seem to like 
flying on colder, c lear days. 
Surp1isingly, they are most often 

seen in the morning, with a peak of activity from 9 a.m. 
until noon, falling away quickly to 60% by 1 p.m. and 
50% by 2 p .m. Photo by Mary Kay Rubey. 

Broad -winged Hawk : Broad-wings 
show the most concentrated season 
of any of our raptors - they can 
be seen from the beginning of the 
season until the middle of Octo
ber, but the great majority move 
through between the third week in 
September and the first of October. 
At their peak around the 24th of 

September, they are seen in 25% of the hours of obser
vation. Large flights of Broad-wings tend to occur at our 
site, if at all , on strong westerly winds, on days with 
some cloud cover. Our data indicate that they fly most in 
the afternoon, peaking between 1 p.m. and 3 p .m.,  but 
this generalization largely comes from the four days in 
2003 mentioned above. Photo by Travis A .  Mahan. 

Red -tailed Hawk : Red-tails  are 
another species seen every week of 
the season. They do show a distinct 
peak, though, the first week of 
November, when they are spotted 
during 76% of hours of observa
tion. Large flights usually occur the 
last week in October or the first 
week in November. Like most of 

our hawks, strong west to northwest winds deliver the 
l argest flights, and they seem to prefer cold, clear days 
after a cold front. Red-tails peak from noon to 2 p .m., 
but are at over 80% of peak activity from 10 a.m. to 3 
p .m. Photo by Kanae Hirabayashi. 
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Rough - legged Hawk: Rough-l egs 
:-tre one of  our latest m igrants - we 
have only observed them prior to 
October twice, rrnd they peak the 
i'i rst week in November, j ust a s  
l�ed-tai l s .  However, they clre only 
seen in 25'Yu o l' the hours. They 
prefer strong west-northwest winds, 
but they show no preference for 

clear skies or fronts. They bui ld throughout the day, with 
a peak of activity at 3 p .m . ,  and reach ing 60%, of peak 
by 1 I a .m. Photo hy Kanae Himhayashi. 

Golden Eagle: Golden Eagles 
could never be considered 
l ikely - we have recorded a 
total of 1 8  in five years. The 
earliest we have ever record
ed one is October 6. The best 
chance for seeing one, 

though, comes the last week of October and first week 
of November, when they are spotted in only 2% of 
hours. Perhaps as a resu lt of th i s  scarcity, the only vari 
able that they show a significant response to is wind -
again, we see them primari ly  on strong west to northwest 
winds. They arc most l ikely to be seen between 3 p .m.  
and 5 p .rn . ,  with very l i tt le activity earl ier or later. Photo 
hy Christopher L. Wood 

American Kestrel: Kestrels have 
been recorded at our site al most 
every week, with the third week of 
November the only exception. This 
is not surpri s ing, since they both 
breed and winter in the area. They 
do show a moderate peak, though, 
durin g  the last two weeks 1 11 

September, recorded i n  l 4% of 

homs of  observati on .  They seem to pre fer westerl y 
w inds on warm days. They show a da i ly  peak at 4 p . 111 . ,  

reaching 60'% o f  peak activity a t  I p .rn .  Photo liy Mu1y 
Kay Rubey. 

Merlin: M crl ins  are our late-flyin g  
fa lcons, peaking the fi rst two weeks 
in October, recorded in 43 'Yr, o f' 
hours. They have, however, been 
recorded in every week except the 
last of November. They prefer 
west-northwest winds, j u st after a 
cold front. Even during the day, 
they are a late migrant, reaching 

60'% of peak activity at 3 p .m . ,  and peaking at 5 p .m.  
Photo by Travis A. Mahan. 

Peregrine Falcon: 
Peregrines have been seen 
a lmost every week of the 
season, with only the sec
ond week in November as 
an exception . They peak 
the l ast week in September, 

though, when recorded in 34'Yu of hours of observation .  
Although we have seen falcon fl ights on odd winds, they 
do show a defini te preference for westerly and south
westerly winds, warm days, and cloudy clays. They peak 
at 4 p .rn. ,  and only reach 50'Yo of peak activity by 3 p . 111 . 
Photo by Jeny Kume1y. 

It should be noted that these preferences are j ust that 
- they arc not hard and fast rules .  Although fol lowing 
these recommendations should maximize your chances 
of catch i ng a large flight, sometimes the b i rds behave in 
unpredictable ways - for example, one of our better 
hours of Sharp-shi nned H awks came on l ight south 
winds, and our two l argest fl ights of Red-tailed Hawks 
occurred on overcast days. 

Why do we 
do this? 

The main purpose behind a 
hawkwatch such as this is to moni
tor trends in raptor populat ions.  
However, compl icating factors such 
as weather, observer avai labi l i ty and 
dedication, and simple  natural vari 
abi l i ty can obscure trends, or even 
s im ulate them . Therefore, in an 
attempt to further explore the i mpl i 
cations of our data, we wi l l  examine 
four species in more deta i l .  Figure 2 
i l l ustrates the yearly tota l s  for 
Osprey, Sharp-shinned H awk, Mer
l in, and Peregrine Falcon, as well as 
trend l ines for each species. Trend 

l ines were calculated by Exce l ,  and 
chosen by best-fit criterion (highest 
R2 value). Polynomi al l i nes were 
l im i ted to 2nd order, since we on ly 
have five data points. It should be 
noted that none of these trends (or, 
indeed, any of om trends to this 
point) are significant as shown. 

front. As a result, we had less than 
half the hours of observation i n  
2000 that we did in 2004 ( Figure 3 ) .  
This increase i s  the one significant 
trend we have seen to this point 
(ANOVA, F=47 .5 ,  n=5, p=0 .0062) .  

An obvious sol uti on to this 
problem would be to examine the 
number of each species per hour of 
observation . Figure 4 represents the 
birds/hour for our four example 
species. ( In keeping with most s ites, 
these arc actual ly passage rates, or 
birds/ I 00 hours.) 
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These four graphs all suggest a 
steady increase in numbers for the 
first fom years, fol lowed by a 
decline i n  2004. However, the first 
two years of the hawkwatch were 
notable for their l ack of coverage. 
For the most part, observers were 
only present when the weather was 
perceived to be favorable - primari
ly northwest winds after a col d 

Except for Merlin, we seem to 
see a dec l ine i n  each species - and 
even Merlin show a definite drop in 
2004. If we l imit our analysis to thi s 
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OS y = -31-143JC 1 + 202.86t - 145.2 

R2 = 0 5196 

Ml y = -51 SA� + 373 St· 278 6 
� == 0.7675 

SS y = ·106 64x1 + 760 76ll - 1H,8 

R1 = 0.674 

Figure 2: Yearly totals for the following species: Osprey, Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, Merlin, and Peregrine Falcon. (Non-significant) trend lines are 
included. 

point, it would suggest cause for 
concern for these four species, even 
for the Peregrine Falcon, which has 
recently come off of the endangered 
species list due to an increasing 
population. 

However, there are two potential 
problems with this line of argument. 
First, our coverage is not randomly 
determined: the first two years, we 
were much more likely to be out 
during productive hours than unpro
ductive ones, since we would leave 
for the day if there were no hawks 
flying. Thus, as we added hours over 
the five years, we were consistently 
adding fewer and fewer productive 
hours, and causing a drop in birds/ 
hour that was totally unrelated to the 
populations in question. Second, 
because of the variation in each 
species' migration timing, hours 
added at one point in the season are 
not equivalent to hours subtracted 
at another point - in other words, 
hours of observation cannot be sim
ply added together and expected to 
yield informative results. 

tions at different times, then, can 
have major impacts on our counts 
that are again unrelated to any actu
al changes in population. 

We are here proposing a tenta
tive solution to these problems. 
Anticipating the implementation of 
the national RPI (Raptor population 
index - an attempt by HMANA, 
Hawkwatch International, and Hawk 
Mountain Sanctuary to combine 
hawk counts nationwide into an 
index of population changes (Good
rich 2005)), we utilized data from 
the first four years (2000-2003) to 
construct linear regression models 
for each species, with the intent of 
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Figure 3: Total hours per year. The 
trend in this case is significantly 
upwards, although it will probably 
level off in the future. 

providing a predicted number of 
birds for each hour of observation 
for each species. The following fac
tors were included: wind direction, 
wind speed, an interaction between 
the two wind variables, date, hour of 
the day, number of minutes of obser
vation within that hour, cloud cover, 
temperature, and the change in high 
temperature since the previous day. 
This last term is an attempt to 
account for some species apparent 
preference for migrating before or 
after cold fronts. 

Wind speed was recorded, and 
included in the model, based on the 
Beaufort scale of wind speeds. Our 
data included speeds from 0 to 6, or 
0 to 3 1  miles per hour. Wind direc
tion was recorded in 1 6  categories. 
In order to model the bird's response 
to wind direction (as seen in Figure 
4), we arbitrarily set ESE equal to I ,  

SS y : • 106 G4x� + 760,76x 1�3 8 

� = 0 674 

Finally, the IBSP hawkwatch, 
like most other hawkwatches, i s  
strongly weather-dependent. While 
our data suggest that hawks may be 
migrating based primarily on day
length cues, their exact path, and 
thus our ability to detect them at 
IBSP, is based largely on weather 
conditions. Different weather condi-

Figure 4: Yearly passage rates (birds/ 1 00 hours) for the following species: 
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Osprey, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Merlin, and Peregrine Falcon. Trend lines are 
not significant. 
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with val ucs increasing i n  both d i rec
tions to WNW al 9. The wind inter
action was obtained by multiplying 
the wind speed in Beaufort units by 
our adjusted wind direction value. 
S imi larly, we located the peak date 
for each species, and then uti li7.ed 
the difference between each date and 
tbe peak for that species. Temper
ature, cloud cover, and the number 
of minutes were recorded in the 
field. Changes in high temperature 
were determined by N WS reports, 
typical ly taken at Waukegan airport, 
the nearest station to our site. 

For each species, the models 
used were determined by stepwise 
model selection, with a significance 
level of 0 . 1 5  to stay. After we had 
developed all 1 5  models, we applied 
those models to the data for each 
hour from the previous four years 
to calculate a 'predicted' value for 
each hour. We decided to 'disal low'  
any negative values - we have amply 
demonstrated that these birds do not 
migrate north along the lake in the 
fal l .  Any negative values were there
fore simply assigned a value of zero. 
We then summed those values over 
the entire season to arrive at an 
expected total for each species for 
each year. There are two caveats that 
should be mentioned here. First, 
these models are not based on al l of 
the data from the first three years; 
we had numerous days of observa-

°' y = -31 . � •lil • • 201!...!e.c • 11lll 
R' = 0 5106 

ML y" ..01 s�' + 373 5x - 278 8 
R1 = 0 7675 

tion, especial ly the first two years, 
where reop le  merely noted how 
many of each species they observed 
for the day, without any hourly 
breakdown . Second, because the 
models are based on the first four 
years of data, the predicted values, 
when summed over al l fou r  years, 
shou ld  c losely approximate the 
observed total s .  Thus, this method 
is  probably not sufficient to detect 
trends. However, those models, based 
on the first four years, were then 
app l i ed to the data from 2004, 
which was not involved in produc
ing the models. Th is  method, then, 
should be sufficient to detect trends, 
with considerably fewer years of data. 

Figure 5 shows the same four 
species as before, but with their pre
dicted values as wel l ,  and the pre
dicted value divided by the observed 
value .  1t wil l  be noted that the first 
two years totals, especially, have 
changed. This is  due to the restric
tion, noted above, on which data 
was available to use.  This problem 
has now been fixed, and should not 
occur in the future. 

These graphs i l lustrate that both 
the actual totals and those predicted 
based on weather conditions 
increased fairly consi stently the first 
four years. However, the predicted 
values for each species were l ower 
than the predicted value from the 
year before. In other words, the 

.SS y = -106 6h? + 78076x - 1 4 3 8  
R-' o= Q 674 

CG 
R' = 0 8587 

Figure 5 :  Yearly totals, predicted total s, and the ratio between the two for 
the fol lowing species: Osprey, Sharp-shinned H awk, Merlin, and Peregrine 
Falcon. Ratio values wel l  below J may i ndicate a declining population. 
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decrease seen i n  al l  four species 
over this hist year was primari ly a 

consequence of weather conditions 
that were less favorable for observ
ing raptors at our s ite. 

To determ ine  whether actual 
total s differed s ign i fi cantly from 
predicted ones in 2004, we used 
paired-sample t-tests. They revealed 
that five of our 1 5  species were sig
n ifi cantly lower than predicted this 
year. Those five included Turkey 
Vulture, Osprey, Northern Harrier, 
Broad-winged Hawk, and American 
Kestrel . Thi s  can be seen in the 
Osprey graph, where the rati o  
between actual and predicted val ues 
falls dramatically in 2004. 

There are potentially many rea
sons why our count for a species 
might be unusual ly low in any par
ticular year; a single year's drop isn't 
sufficient cause for alarm. Two of 
these species, Turkey Vulture and 
Broad-winged 1-Iawk, prefer to 
migrate in  large flocks (kettles) .  
Thi s  creates an inherent variabil ity 
that i s  probably too great for simple 
modeling. 

For the other three species, the 
situation i s  l ess clear. Northern 
Harrier numbers at other sites have 
shown large year-to-year swings in 
the past, with no clear trend overal l .  
Osprey migration peaks early, typi
cally the second week in September. 
Jn 2004, there were reports of 
migrating raptors in some numbers 
through the last two weeks i n  
August, and i t  is  possible that much 
of the Osprey population simply 
moved through the area before we 
began counting. American Kestrels 
have apparently been declining as a 
wintering species in Pennsylvania 
recently, but the only data we are 
aware of that would show similar 
declines in I l l inois or Wisconsin i s  
CBC data, which we  have not 
attempted to analyze. Tt is also pos
sible that with a mild fall ,  fewer 
Kestrels chose to migrate - they are 
known to winter well to the north of 
our site. 

Jn the future, we hope to use five 
years worth of data to model each 
of the following five years, at which 
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point we would recalculate the 
models with the next five years 
worth of data. 
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Lark Bunting in Kane County 

The 2004 year had been a ban
ner one for birding in Kane County. 
Over the course of the year, I had 
been involved in a friendly county 
B ig  Year competition with Jon 
Duerr and Eric Secker. As a result, 
many rare and unusual birds had 
been found in the county during the 
first l 0 months of the year. I was 
hoping for a few more in the closing 
months. 

Aurora West Forest Preserve had 
been a productive spot throughout 
the year. The preceding months at 
the preserve had yielded some of the 
tougher summer residents, includ
ing breeding Clay-colored Sparrows 
and Bell 's Vireo. I was hoping that 
one of my nemesis birds, the 
Northern Shrike, would show up with 
the approaching winter weather. 

On 1 3  November 2004, I decid
ed to check the preserve in the after
noon. It was a mild day, and I want
ed to enjoy the weather while it last
ed. As I was getting ready to walk 
back to the car, I came across a 
mixed flock of sparrows. There were 
many White-crowneds present, as 
well as a few juncos and American 
Tree Sparrows. While I was working 
through the flock, a sparrow-sized 
bird darted out of the grass and 
landed at the top of a shrub about 1 5  
feet away. I was immediately drawn 
to the bird as it flashed large white 
wing patches in flight. The bird was 
cooperative and posed atop the bush 
for about two minutes during which 
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time, I observed several diagnostic 
field marks. A large white panel was 
still visible in the coverts, though 
not as obvious as it was in flight. 
The bird also had a large black, con
ical bill . The feathers at the base of 
the bi l l  were black. The breast and 
flanks of the bird were white with 
brown streaks. The back of the bird 
was brown. I remember thinking to 
myself that the bird superficially 
resembled a House Finch with white 
wing coverts. 

Having seen Lark B untings 
before in Colorado, I felt this bird 
was a likely candidate. When I 
returned home I consulted several 
field guides and my notes and was 
confident in the identification of 
the bird as a Lark Bunting ( Calam
ospiza melanoc01ys). One bird 
pictured in Kauffman (2000) was 
especially helpful. Though I was 
unsure of the age at the time, subse
quent viewings and consultation 
with others determined the bird to 
be a first-year male. 

I made a few calls and posted 
the sighting on IBET (Il l inois 
B irders Exchanging Thoughts, an 
on-line listserve) later that evening. 
On Sunday morning, 14 November, 
several birders relocated the bird in 
the far north end of the preserve. 
As word spread that the bird was 
still present, many more birders saw 
the bunting on Sunday and Monday. 
The bird proved to be elusive over 
the next couple weeks with no sight-

by Scott Cohrs 

This Lark Bunting was pho
tographed at Montrose Harbor in 
the Magic Hedge area, Chicago, 3 
September 1992 by Greg Neise and 
originally published in Meadowlark 
2: 78. 

ings reported until Jon Duerr redis
covered it on 8 December. The bird 
continued to be observed sporadi
cally, often with the original spar
row flock, for the next few weeks. 
To the best of my knowledge, the 
last observation of the Lark Bunting 
was 29 December (IBET post, 
Darrell Shambaugh). 

This Lark Bunting was my first 
for the state and the 249th Kane 
County bird of 2004. Ironically, bird 
number 250 was the original target, 
a Northern Shrike at Aurora West 
Forest Preserve just one week later. 
Given the events of the previous 
week, l didn't mind the wait. 

- Scott Cohrs 
759 Pheasant Trail 

St. Charles, IL 601 74 

Scott.Cohrs@experian.com 
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Comments 
on the status of 

Lark Bunting 
in Illinois 

November 2004 is only the first 
accepted record in the past 1 0  years. 
(See Cohrs 2005 in thi s  issue . )  

H is  record i s  also the latest fall 
record for northern l l linois. Of the 
23 records for l l l inois, twelve are 
for the spring season (one a 

holdover wintering bird), seven arc 
for fal l ,  and six are for winter, 
including the Cohrs' sighting (a  
holdover from fall.). Cohrs' record 
also holds the distinction of having 
the longest stay (47 days) of any 
previous Lark Bunting record. l n  
fact, the greater majority ( 1 7) of 
previous records were one-day won
ders. 

by Steven D. Bailey 

Though l i sted as casual (see 
IORC 1 999) in I l linois, the Lark 
Bunting is now an accidental 
species, given the current definition 
for status of birds in I l linois. To be 
classified as casual, there have to be 
accepted records in three to seven of 
the past 1 0  years (see TORC 1 999) . 
To be classified as accidental, there 
should be accepted records in no 
more than two of the past 1 0  years. 

Scott Cohrs' discovery of the 
Kane County Lark Bunting 1 3  

It is interesting to note that of 
the seven total fall  records, five of 
the last s ix records in I l l inois are for 
that season. In addition, four of the 
previous five winter records for the 
state were from central and southern 

Table 1 .  Reported records of Lark Bunting in Illinois 

Location 

Rockford, Winnebago Co. 
Chicago, Lake Calumet 
Chill icothe, Peoria Co. 
Evanston, Cook Co. 
Flora, Clay Co. 
Marion Co. 
Northwestern University, 

Cook Co. 
Park Forest & Olympia 

Fields, Cook Co. 

Chicago, Belmont Harbor 
Springfield, Sangamon Co. 
Lawrence Co. 
Mode, Shelby Co. 
Gurnee, Lake Co. 
Urbana, Champaign Co. 
Highland Park, Lake Co. 
Monticello, Piatt Co. 
Chicago, Jackson Park 
Chicago, Jackson Park 
Sherrard, Mercer Co. 
Chicago, McCormick Place 

Chicago, Montrose 
Chicago, Lake Calumet 
Kane Co. (Aurora West 

Forest Preserve) 
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Date 

1 8  March l 949 
4 Sept. 1 949 
5 May 1 968 
27 Sept. 1 969 
27 Feb 1 97 1  
I May 1 97 1  

1 6-22 May 1 9 7 1  

1 8-23 Feb & 1 7-3 1 
March 1 974 
1 1  April 1 974 
4 Dec. 1 977 
9 Dec. 1 979 
9- 1 6  Feb. 1 98 1  
8-9 May 1 98 1  
4 May 1 982 
8 May 1 982 
1 8  April 1 986 
1 6- 1 7  May 1 988 
1 9  Nov. 1 989 
9 May 1 992 
3 1 Aug. 1 992 

3 Sept. 1 992 
5 Sept. 1 992 

1 3  Nov-29 Dec. 2004 

Comments 

male; photo 

male 
male 

male 

male; photo 
female 

photo 
photo 

male 
breeding male 

male 
specimen no. 357668 
Field Museum, 
imm. (HY) male 
photo 

HY male 

ll l inois .  There are only four spring 
records outside of northern l l l inois, 
all from central Tl l inois.  Of the 1 4  
northern I l l inois records, seven are 
from Chicago with three additional 
Cook County records. 

The information on the 2 3  
records found i n  Table 1 was gar
nered from Bohlen ( 1 978) ,  Bohlen 
( 1 989) ,  M lodinow ( 1 984),  Kleen 
( 1 979- 1 984) ,  Kleen ( 1 9 8 5- 1 99 1 )  
and all Meadowlark journals pub
l ished by the l ll inois Ornithological 
Society through Vol .  1 4  No. 2, as 
wel l  as the 1 0  published IORC 
reports in Illinois Birds & Birding 
and Meadovvlark. 

Many of the 23  records in Table 
1 were documented although JORC 
has apparently not voted on several 
of them. One additional record not 
in Table 1 was a Vermilion County 
report from early June that was 
rej ected by IORC due to the observ
er's failure to eliminate the possibil
ity of a partial albino b lackbird, 
something which should be kept in 
mind for future encounters with 
breeding-plumaged Lark Buntings. 

Literature Cited 

Bohlen, H .D. 1 978. An anno
tated c heck-list of the birds of 
Il 1 inois .  I l l inois  State Museum 
Popular Science Series, Vol .  IX. 
1 56 pp. 

____ . 1 989.  The birds of 
Jl l inois. Indiana University Press, 
Bloomington. 22 1 pp. 

Cohrs, S. 2005. Lark Bunting in 
Kane County. Meadowlark 1 4:92. 

K leen, V M. 1 979- 1 984. 
Seasonal Reports 22-42. I l l inois 
Department of Conservation. 

1 985- 1 99 1 .  Field 
Notes. 11\inois birds and birding 1 -7 .  

Mlodinow, S .  1 984. Chicago 
area birds. Chicago Review Press. 
220 pp. 

- Steven D. Bailey 
Illinois Natural Histo1y Survey 

1 8 1 6  South Oak St. 
Champaign, IL 61 820 

sdbailey@mail . inhs.uiuc.edu. 

93 



The 2004/2005 Illinois 

Christmas Bird Count 

The 2004/2005 Illinois Christ
mas Bird count season began soon 
after a maj or cold front descended 
into Illinois, dumping snow into 
northern Illinois just before 
Thanksgiving. Then, in the middle 
of the Christmas count period, 
southern Illinois received an accu
mulation of 1 2  to l 8 inches of snow. 
All this early and prolonged cold 
and snowy weather drove many lin
gering migrants out of the state 
before some if not most of the 
counts were held. Still, cold and 
snow cover often serves to concen
trate birds and this season was no 
exception. 

A total of 64 counts were 
received including a new Arklands 
(officially known as Pyramid State 
Recreation Area, see Walk 2005, 
this issue) count; also Elsah (Prin
cipia College) renewed their count 
circle this season. A total of 1 67 
species plus one unrecognized form 
(Ringed Turtle-Dove) were reported; 
in addition six count week species 
were tallied. The average low tem
perature was 25 degrees Fahrenheit 
and the average high temperature 
was 37  degrees Fahrenheit. Obser
vers covered 24,325 miles in 3 ,495 
party hours plus, spent 1 69 hours 
and traveled 1 ,436 miles owling. 

The century mark of I 00 species 
was surpassed by four counts - all 
from southern Il l inois :  Arklands 
( 1 08) - remarkable for their inaugu
ration, Mermet Lake ( I  0 1  ) , Rend 
Lake ( 1 05), and Carlyle Lake ( 1 09). 
Fermilab-Batavia fielded a remark
able 1 1 0  observers and Waukegan 
had the most number of feeder 
watchers (84). Table 1 shows the 
count compilers and other pertinent 
count circle data. Map 1 shows the 
count locati ons. The remaining 
tables show the count species bro
ken down into North, Central and 
South regions of the state. 
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by David B. Johnson and Steven D. Bailey 

High Counts 

Varied Thrush 
at the Calumet
Sand Ridge 
Christmas Bird 
Count. 23 
December 2004. 
Photo by Eric 
Secker: 

Only seven al l-time state high counts were set for an individual species 
recorded within a count circle. Rockford tallied 3 ,6 1 8  newly acclaimed 
Cackling Geese. Waukegan tallied 5 Black Scoters. Newton established a 
record 1 06 Greater Prairie-Chickens (the only count with this species in the 
state) .  A daunting 68,7 1 3  Ring-billed Gulls were recorded at Carlyle Lake. 
Calumet-Sand Ridge noted 1 96 Monk Parakeets. Finally, Meredosia Island 
tallied a remarkable 1 2,000 American Robins. 

The top 10 total numbers of individuals (in order of abundance) were 
blackbird sp. (589,5 1 4), Common Grackle (262,730), European Starling 
(2 1 9,2 1 7), Canada Goose ( 1 77,345), Red-winged Blackbird ( 1 36,380), 
American Crow ( 1 09 , 1 28), Ring-billed Gull ( 1 04,973), Snow Goose 
( 1 04,5 1 1 ), Mallard ( 1 00,849), and House Sparrow ( 4 1 ,3 53). 

Geese through vultures 
Greater White-fronted Geese are becoming quite the regular goose in 

some circles (6,69 1 in 18  circles) though still quite rare in northern I l l inois. 
Ross 's Geese (3 1 )  were noted in 10 circles with Waukegan recording its first. 
Cackling Goose made its debut as a new countable species this season with 
records in many circles (7,096 in 37 circles). Seventeen Trumpeter Swans 
(now officially countable) were recorded in seven circles. Eight-hundred
fifty-seven Tundra Swans were noteworthy along the Mississippi River at 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Duck season was ho-hum. Pere Marquette and Newton did record two 
(each) B lue-winged Teal and another was at Hennepin. The big miss was 
Springfield's count week Mottled Duck (present for sometime) and Calumet
Sand Ridge's count week Harlequin Duck. Inland scoter records included a 
Surf at Jackson, a White-winged at Rend Lake, and a Black at Horseshoe 
Lake. All  three scoters were at Waukegan on Lake Michigan. Long-tailed 
Ducks at Davenport (2) as well as Springfield's count-week individual were 
unusual inland records for this species. Only five Long-taileds were at 
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Evanston (2), and Waukegan 
( 3 ) .  Five Gray Partridge 
found at Joliet were note
worthy. I t 's hard to miss the 
not-so-wi ld  Wild Turkeys in 
the state with many compi l 
ers remarking on high counts 
for their respective circles 
( l ,924 in 45 circles). The 
northernmost Common 
Loon was at Waukegan. 
Missed were a Red-throated 
Loon and Pacific Loon at 
Carlyle Lake both seen 
count week only. Arklands 
and B ird Haven recorded 
solitary Eared Grebes.  Eight 
circles reported American 
White Pel icans ( 1 1 1 ) with 
the northernmost at Green 
Island/Lost M ound (2).  
Carlyle Lake recorded the 
only American B ittern. Lisle 
Arboretum noted a lingering, 

Immature Bald Eagle with fish at Lake Chautauqua 
National Wildl!fe Refitge. 28 November 2004. Photo by 
Eric Walters. Bald Eagle numbers, including the ratio 
of immature to adult, continue to be high as recorded 
during Christmas Bird Counts in Jllinois. 

Fourteen Red-headed 
Woodpeckers ( in seven cir
cles) is a paltry total for 
northern J llinois. The Red
shafted form of the 
Northern Flicker was noted 
at H orseshoe Lake and 
Union (one each). As  
usual, Pileated Woodpeck
er numbers were highest 
along the Mississippi and 
Tl l inois River valleys ( 405 
in 39 circles) . Ten Eastern 
Phoebes ( in  six circles) 
were the only flycatchers 
noted, again, all in south
ern I llinois.  Twenty-four 
Loggerhead Shrikes (in 1 3  
circles) were noted-all in 
southern Illinois. Another 
strong invasion into the 
northern half of Il l inois 
produced 2 3  Northern 
Shrikes in 1 2  circles, with 

injured Green Heron. Great B lue Herons continue to be 
ubiquitous statewide ( 1 , 1 5 7  in 6 1  circles). Noteworthy 
were solitary Black-crowned Night-Herons at B aldwin 
and Carlyle Jakes. 

D iurnal raptors through gulls 
Bald Eagles continue their success with many circles 

recording this species in increasing numbers ( 1 ,723 in 
52  circles) .  Sixty-one Rough-legged Hawks were 
recorded statewide. Solitary Golden Eagles were at 
Forest Glen, Horseshoe, and Warbluff. Merlins were 
noted on four counts. McHenry noted 3 5  Sandhill 
Cranes, but two at Newton were especially noteworthy 
for that part of the state. The most remarkable shore
bird find was Pere Marquette's Spotted Sandpiper. Least 
Sandpipers l ingered long enough to be noted at 
Hennepin ( 1 ), Pere Marquette (2 1 ), N ewton (28), and 
Rend Lake (3) .  The only Dunlin were three at Newton. 
A solitary American Woodcock was at Bird Haven. 
Only two Iceland Gulls were noted, one at Collinsville 
and the other at Muscatine, Iowa. The big gull miss 
was a count week California Gull at Carlyle Lake. Five 
Lesser B lack-backed Gul ls  were noted statewide: 
Kishwaukee (2), Carlyle Lake ( l ) ,  Collinsville (1 ) ,  and 
Rend Lake ( 1 ) . Nine Glaucous Gulls were noted 
statewi de. The only Great Black-backed Gulls (4) were 
at Calumet-Sand Ridge. 

Pigeons through kinglets 
A remarkable Common Ground-Dove was at Crane 

Lake. Two Barn Owls were noted at Cypress Creek. 
Eight Northern Saw-whet Owls were recorded with 
Barrington 's two being a high count. Twenty-eight 
Short-eared Owls was a remarkable count for Arklands. 
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the southernmost being at Muscatine, Iowa. The 72,800 
American Crows at Middlefork is still the largest count 
circle roost in the state and the largest nationwide for 
the Christmas B ird Count. A lone Fish Crow was noted 
at Muscatine, Iowa. A noteworthy solitary Tree Swallow 
was at Clinton Lake. Marsh Wrens were tallied (in three 
circles) with the northernmost bird being at Kankakee. 
The northernmost Ruby-crowned Kinglets were at Lisle 
Arboretum (2) and Hennepin ( ! ) .  

Thrushes through buntings 
Eastern Bluebird numbers continue to increase 

(2, 1 82 in 5 l circles) with many corn pilers reporting 
record high counts . A rare Varied Thrush was at 
Calumet-Sand Ridge (photographed) and another was 
noted at Bloomington. Remarkable was the solitary 
Bohemian Waxwing noted at Chillicothe. American 
Pipits (202 in 8 circles) continue to linger later and far
ther north each winter in the state, with remarkable high 
counts tallied at Champaign (88) and Rend Lake (64). 

In the warbler department, only five Pine Warblers 
were noted in southern l llinois this season with four 
at Rend Lake and another at Mermet Lake. Rend Lake 
tallied the only Orange-crowned Warbler. A single 
Common Yellowthroat was at Evanston, and a count 
week bird was at Chicago Urban. 

A Spotted Towhee was at Lake Mennet (but, in 
Kentucky). A well-documented Chipping Sparrow was 
at Kishwaukee and another count week bird was at 
Chicago U rban. Lone Vesper Sparrows were found at 
Arklands and Mermet Lake . Fourteen Le Conte 's 
Sparrows were noted this year (in 6 circles). A good 
find, a Dickcissel, was at Union. 
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Blackbirds through 

weaver finches 
A lone Western Meadowlark 

was tallied at Horseshoe. The only 
Brewer's B l ackbird noted was at 
Carlyle Lake. The highest Rusty 
Blackbird flock was 400 at Lincoln, 
otherwise there were 1 ,067 in 24 
other circles. Winter finches were 
around this year-albeit not in big 
numbers. White-winged Crossbills 
were found as count week birds 
only. Eighty-nine Red Crossbills 
were noted (in four circles) with 
Chautauqua having the highest 
count of 60 individuals. Fourteen 
Common Redpolls (all in northeast
ern Illinois) were noted (in 3 cir
cles); 6 1 2  Pine S i  skins (in 3 7 cir
cles) and 640 Purple Finches (in 55  
circles) were the most numerous 
winter finches. Finally, after a 1 0-
year hiatus 5 Evening Grosbeaks 
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Northern Shrike at  Aurora West, 

Forest Preserve, Kane County, 1 1  
December 2004. This species staged 

an impressive invasion in the north

ern third of Illinois during the 

winter 200412005 season. Photo by 

Jeny Kumery. 

were tallied on the Forest Glen 
count. The central Mississippi and 
I ll inois river valleys had very 
healthy populations of Eurasian 
Tree Sparrows (2,774 in 14 circles). 
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Key to Tables 

Code Description 

dd getails desired 

ed �xcellent getails 

gd good details 

he high i<ount for that circle 

HC all-time High .C.ount 

nc new species to that circle's i<ount 

N C  1"-[ew to  the state's .Count species list 

nd no details 

ps p_resent for .s.ome time 

ph p_hotographed 

qd _questionable details 

rn remarkable number 

rr remarkable record 

ud unconvincing details 

boldface species/number/item of note. 

Note: 2004/2005 CBC count circles 
The empty circles did not report to the Illinois CBC. 
Some circles bordering Tll inois report to other states. 
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F ield Notes 

The 2004/2005 Winter Season 
Pair of Long-tailed Ducks drawing by Michael L. P Retta 

The winter season of 2004-2005 was characterized by 
temperatures, which fluctuated throughout the season and 
ranged from well-above to well-below normal. Overall, 
I l linois experienced several minor and a couple more sub
stantial winter storms, which produced a variety of precipi
tation events depending on the temperature regime at the 
time (i.e.  rain, ice, or snow). Nevertheless, 1 79 species were 
encountered. This j ust exceded the results from the previous 
winter ( 1 78 species). 

Temperatures during December fluctuated substantially, 
with considerably mild conditions prevailing during the first 
third and last 5 days of the month. The middle half of the 
month maintained near normal to well-below normal tem
peratures .  Additionally, this colder period was characterized 
by strong winds of 20 to 50 mph over many of these days, 
which created extremely severe wind chills .  Precipitation 
during the first 2/3 of the month was relatively minor. A 
major winter storm moved across the southern half of 
I l l inois, producing 3 - 1 8  inches of snow on 22 December. 

In January, temperatures were normal to slightly higher 
than normal during the first and last third of the month. In 
contrast, the m iddle third of January experienced below nor
mal temperatures .  A major winter storm on 4-5 January 
dropped l -2 inches of rain across the southern half of the 
state, along with substantial  ice and 4- 1 0  inches of snow 
across the northern half. Another ice storm occurred across 
the northern third of Illinois on 1 1  January, while the central 
third of the state experienced rainfall. Another storm pro
duced 2-8 inches of snow across the northern half of Illinois. 

During February, temperatures were seasonal to very 
mild. Several precipitation events occurred, including anoth
er storm dropping 1 -3 inches of snow throughout the north
ern third of I l l inois. 

The avian community reported i n  I l l inois during the 
winter of 2004-2005 was one of the most diverse ever 
recorded. Virtually all of the expected wintering specie 
along with many lingering migrants, were encou ntered. By 
late February, some relatively minor migriition movements 
had begun. 
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by Kelly J McKay 

Although overall diversity was high, the abundance of 
various species groups ranged from less abundant to more 
numerous than usual. Overall ,  raptors, shorebirds, and gulls 
all decreased in numbers, while the upland gamebirds and 
doves exhibited increasing abundance. Noteworthy declines 
in numbers were recorded among the woodpeckers and most 
of the permanent residents (i .e .  corvids, chickadees, Tufted 
Titmouse, nuthatches, Northern Cardinal , House and 
Eurasian Tree Sparrows). Among the semi-hardy species, 
most wrens and kinglets increased while most thrushes 
declined. Virtually all blackbirds were reported in greater 
abundance in 2004-2005, possibly due to some limited early 
spring migration. Similar to last winter, there seemed to be 
a slightly less significant invasion of winter finches into 
UL inoi  ·. For lhc first time in several years, the Evening 
Grosbeak wa recorded within the state, albeit only two 
i nd ividuals. ( However, see CBC report this i.s.ue.) The 1 79 
species encountered within Il linoi s during the 2004-2005 
winter were reported by 1 05 observers. 

The avian community this winter included seven 
extraordinary species (Purple Sandpiper, Mew Gull ,  
California Gul l ,  Tnca Dove [first-state record], Varied 
Thrush, Lark Bunting, and Great-tailed Grackle), which 
required review by the Illinois Ornithological Records 
Committee (TORC). Many additional species meriting docu
mentation in the winter season were also observed within 
the state. Among these, some of the more i nteresting species 
included Harlequin Duck, American Bittern, Green Heron, 
Sanderling, Least Sand-piper, Dunlin, Barn Owl, Fish Crow, 
Tree Swallow, Gray Catbird, Orange-crowned Warbler, Pine 
Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Chipping Sparrow, and 
Dickcissel. The Trumpeter Swan and Ringed Turtle-Dove 
were the only two exotic and/or released species. 

(Ediror :S Note: As of earf.y 2005, the Trumpeter Swan 
has become "countable." wirh status changed by the Illinois 
Ort1ithologic(I/ Recor,l · Co111mitlee .fi-on1 extirpated to 
regular on the lllinois checklist.) 
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Waterfowl to herons 
I l l inois hosted a diverse waterfowl community consisting o r  
5 species o f  geese, 3 swans, 9 puddle ducks, and 1 6  diving 
ducks. These species ranged from more numerous to less 
abundant than usual. Among goose species, Lhe Greater 
White-fronted continues to be more abundant and wide
spread than in the past, whi l e  Canada Geese were less abun
dant. In fact, no large concentrations of Canada Geese were 
observed at traditional southern wintering locations. The 
Snow Goose occurred in fairly typical numbers; however, 
Ross's Geese were not detected as commonly as the last few 
winters. This winter the Cackling Goose became recognized 
as a distinct species, and seemed t be omewhat abundant 
and widespread. However, ident i fication of this species is 
still problematic. All three swa11 spe i.es were substanljally 
more abundant this winter, particularly throughout !he north
ern portion of Tllinois. 

Once again, tl1 js pa 't winter season found reduced num
bers among mo t puddle ducks. A very noteworthy � 
Long-tailed Ducks were en ouutcre<J at Wi:bthrop Harbor 
and 3 R arleqnin Ducks were found on Lake Mch igau. 

Upland gamebirds including Ring-necked Pheasant and 
Northern Bobwhite remained fairly scarce, while Wild 
Turkey populations were up somewhat from last year. A 
notable 1 06 Greater Prairie-Chickens were tallied at Prairie 
Ridge State Natural Area. Gray Partridge populations 
throughout the state remain tenuous, with no birds reported 
in 2004-2005. However, see CBC report in this issue. 

Among other waterbirds a s i ngle Pacific Loon at 
Carlyle Lake was r1otable, while Horned Grebe was notice
ably less abundant. A singlet n American Bittern at Carlyle 
Lake and even rarer Green Heron i.n Cook County were 
both later found dead. Once again, both vulture species were 
primarily distributed throughout the southern section. 

Diurnal raptors to gulls 
Twelve species of diurnal raptors were reported in fairly 
typical to reduced number . 

. 
oteworthy raptor numbers 

included 1,694 and 1 ,458 Ba l d Eagles al ng th Mississippi 
River as well as 52 and 26 Northern Harri 1·s at Pyramid 
State Recreation Area (Perry County) and Prairie Ridge 
State Natural Area, respectively. Always, uncommon, 
Northern Goshawk and Golden Eagle, were found in typical 
numbers and mainly from the central part of the state. 

An amazing 1 0,600 America n  Coots were tallied at 
Hennepin-Hopper Lake in Putnam County. Sandhill Cranes 
were considerably more numerous in Illinois this past 
winter, w ith several notable concentrations occurring in 
the northeast. 

For the second consecutive year, 7 species of shorebirds 
were recorded within Illinois during winter. Killdeer, snipe, 
and woodcock were scarce or in reduced numbers, while 
three more unusual shorebird species were reported includ
ing a single Sanderling at Waukegan, 28 and Least and
pipers at Jasper County and Rend Lake, respectively, as 
well as 3 Dunlin in Jasper County. The most noleworthy 
shorebird this past winter was a remarkable pair of Purple 
Sandpipers at Waukegan. 

Interestingly, the only gull to occur in greater abundance 
this winter was the semi-hardy Bonaparte's Gul ls ,  including 
a concentration of 8,000 at Carlyle Lake. The more unusual 
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species (Thayer's,  Iceland, Lesser B lack-backed, and 
Glaucous Gulls) occurred in fairly normal abundances, but 
were largely restricted to the northern section of the state. 
The Great Black-backed Gull was only reported from the 
north and again in smaller numbers. The rarest gul l s  docu
mented thi s  winter were Black-legged Kittiwake, Mew 
and California. 

Pigeons to kinglets 
An incredible five species of doves were identified. Along 
with normal numbers of Rock Pigeon and Mourning Dove, 
the Eurasian Collared-Dove continues to expand with a high 
count of 40 birds reported from Carlyle Lake. In addition, a 
Common Ground-Dove was documented in Mason County, 
and an overdue first-state record Inca Dove was foun d  in 
Carbondale. 

Eight species of owls were found during the winter of 
2004/2005. Barn Owls wintered at typical southern Illinois 
breeding locations. Overall, most species occurred in typical 
numbers, although the Eastern Screech, Great Horned, and 
Barred Owls were certainly under-reported statewide. 
Wintering Long-eared Owls were found in typical numbers 
across Illinois. An incredible 9 Northern Saw-whet Owls 
were present at Carlyle Lake throughout the winter. Three 
Snowy Owls were observed south to Springfield. 

Woodpeckers, which were substantially less abundant, 
included the Red-headed and Downy Woodpeckers, as well 
as the Northern Flicker. The only notable number was the 
163 Red-headed Woodpeckers at Oakwood Bottoms. Only 
one Eastern Phoebe was found (Massac County). The 
Northern Shrike once again staged an impressive irruption, 
although birds were more restricted to the northern third of 
the state compared to the 2003/2004 irruption. 

The Red-breasted Nuthatch was abundant and wide
spread in the north. A single Fish Crow was a great find 
along Andalusia Slough in Rock Island County, along with 
n·ee Swallows at two southern Illinois locations. 

Carolina Wrens continue to increase northward, 
although highest numbers were typically found in southern 
Illinois .  Two Marsh Wrens were found, surprisingly both in 
northern Illinois. 

Thrushes to buntings 
The Hermit Thrush was noticeably less abundant this winter 
compared with last winter. The American Robin was less 
numerous overall, but seemed to be found in greater num
bers throughout the northern region. One Varied Thrush 
was found in Cook County in December. 

Although undoubt¥dly under-reported, the European 
Starling was considerably more ubundant this winter (or at 
least counted more often) wrth concentrations of 40,000, 
1 2,464, and l 0 000 tallied at Carlyle Lake, Winnebago 

County and Carlyle Lake, respectively. Both the American 
Pipit and 'edar Waxwing occurred in greater numbers in 
2004-2005, with reports of pipits i ncluding 88 and 64 birds 
at Urbana and Rend Lake, respectively. 

Four species of warblers were found within the state 
during the 2004-2005 winter season.  The Yellow-rumped 
Warbler was noticeably less abundant., except for 50 and 48 
reported in Du Page and Alexander Counties, respectively. 
Other warblers included 2 Orange-crow neds ( I  in Cook 
County and I at Rend Lake), 4 and 1 Pinc Warblers at Rend 
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and Carlyle Lakes, respectively, as well as a single adult 
female Common Yellowthroat in the Chicago area. 

throughout the northern and central po1tions of the .state, 2 
Vesper and 5 Le C011te's Sparrows (four locations in the 
o·utb, and 2 Lincoln' Sparrows ( I  in the north and the 

other from the south ) .  
Only l female Spotted Towhee was recorded within 

Illinois this past winter, and the Eastern Towhee seemed to 
be more abundant in the sotLth .  Noteworthy concentrations 
of sparrows included l 49 Field Sparrows 19 Fox 
Sparrows, 1 02 and 1 0 1  Son r panows 66 Swamp 
Sparrows, as well as 360 and 250 W hite-throated 
Sparrows in various southern counties. Additionally, 545 
American Tree Sparrows, as well as 34 and 27 Savannah 
SpaJ'l'OWS were encountered in Stephenson County, Brown
Cass a11d Gm ·y Slough (Johnson Co.), respectively. Other 

Dark-eyed J unco and Lapland Longspurs appeared to 
be more numerous thi winter, while the Snow Bunting wa 
both le s abundant and widespread. Ln 2004-2005, the 
Northern Cardinal was found in greater numbers in the 
south, with fewer tallied in Lhe northern and cen traL regions. 
Two female DJckcissels were identified in the south Union 

parrow high J i ghts included 5 Chipping Sparrows found 

ounty and Jersey ou nty). A Lark Bu nting reported from 
Aurora West Forest Preserve in Kane County was first found 
i n  November. See article in thi� issue. 

As a printing aid, the following abbreviations have been used throughout this report: 

MC 

* 

* *  

m.ob. 

< 

> 

pr 

ad. 

imm. 

1 st/2nd/3rd 

Co(s) 

CP 

L&D 

FP 

L 

N W R  

p 
R 

SF 

SFWA 

maximum counts from 
representative areas of the state 

observation documented 

specimen dead and/or collected 

many observers 

reported as fall departure 

reported as spring arrival 

pair 

adult 

immature 

first-/second-/third-winter plumage 

County (Counties) 

County Park 

Lock & Dam 

Forest Preserve 

Lake 

National Wildlife Refuge 

Park 

River 

State Forest 

State Fish & Wildlife Area 

lnformation on counts greater than one individual, 
sexes, and/or ages of observed birds is included when 
available; no number indicates single birds. This infor
mation is followed by the location of the observation, 
date(s) of observation, and the observer(s) who made 
the report. Noteworthy dates of occurrence, remark
ably high counts, and/or locations for the state as a 
whole, or for particular regions of the state, are under
lined and boldfaced. Headings for species of extreme
ly unusual occurrence in lll inois during the winter are 
C APITALIZED. Headings for species requiring 
review by the IORC are CAPITALIZED AND 
UNDERLINED. Records pending IORC review are 
enclosed i n  square brackets [ ]; see forthcoming IORC 
reports in th i s  journal for further details. 

Bald.L 

Carl.L 

Chau 

Chi 

Clin.L 

Crab Or. 

Fermi 

Hennepin L 

HL 

HLCA 

IBSP 

JP 

LC al 

M.Arb. 

Mermet L 

M i ss.R 

Montrose H 

MTwain 

Nachusa 

Oakwd Btms 
Pr.Rdg 

Pyramid SRA 

Rend L 

Rockfd 

(L)Spfld 

Sand Rdg 

SRock 

UCCA 

Urbana 

Wauk. 

Winthrop H 

Baldwin Lake (St. Clair & Randolph Cos) 

Carlyle Lake (Clinton & Fayette Cos) 

Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge 
(Mason Co) 

Ch icago and vicinity (Cook Co) 

Clinton Lake (DeWitt Co) 

Crab Orchard NWR (Williamson Co) 

Fermilab National Accelerator Laboratory 
(Du Page Co) 

Hennepin-Hopper Lake Restoration Area 
(Putnam Co) 

Horseshoe Lake (Madison Co) 

Horseshoe Lake Conservation Area 
(Alexander Co) 

Il linois Beach State Park (Lake Co) 

Chicago's Jackson Park (Cook Co) 

Lake Calumet and vicinity (Cook Co) 

Morton Arboretum, Lisle (Du Page Co) 

Mermet Lake Conservation Area (Massac Co) 

Mississippi River (various Cos) 

Montrose Harbor, Chicago (Cook Co) 

Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge 
(Mercer Co) 

Nachusa Grasslands (Lee Co) 

Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co) 

Prairie Ridge State Natural Area (Jasper Co) 

Pyramid State Recreation Area (Perry Co) 

Rend Lake (Franklin & Jefferson Cos) 

Rockford and vicinity (Winnebago Co) 

(Lake) Springfield (Sangamon Co) 

Sand Ridge State Forest (Mason Co) 

Starved Rock State Park I Lock & Dam 
(La Salle Co) 

Union County Conservation Area (Union Co) 

Champaign-Urbana (Champaign Co) 

Waukegan and vicinity (Lake Co) 

Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co) 

Maximum counts are provided, where available, -from each of lhe lhree regions of I l l inois (north, central and south) as 
mapped out in H.  David Bohlen's I 978 Annotated heck-l ist of the birds of I l l i nois. Additional darn reflecting the progress of 
the season are noted, when available, for species and areas of special interest. The species acco.unts below follow the taxonomy 
and nomenclature of the 7th edition of the American Ornithologists' Union's Check-Ii t. of North American Birds, through its 
45th (2004) Supplement. 
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B l ackbirds to weaver finches 
Most bl<ick b i rds occurred i n  greater n u m bcrs, possibly as the 
resu l t of so me ear ly  spr ing m i gration m ovements. W inte r i n g  
Rusty a n d  B rewer's 13 lackb i rds rem a i ned relatively scarce 
statew ide.  The most noteworthy black b i rd in 2004-2005 was 
a single G re:1t-tailccl Gra ckle at Pyra m i d  Stale Recreati on 
A 1·ca on 2 5  Decem ber. 

Once aga i n ,  there appeared to be a 111 i n o 1· i nv�1 s i o n  of 
winter f inches i nto the state . T h i s  i nvasion was pr i m ar i ly 
restricted to the northern aml ce11tral regions, and was or 
lesser magni tude than the previ o us wi nter. Exceptionnl  
l'inch numbers i nc l ud ed 400 I-l ouse F i nches and 45 Red 

Crossbil ls .  A m ong the w inter finch es" the Purp l e  Finch,  
Common Rcdpo l l , and P i ne S i sk i n  were somewhat less 
<1bunclnnt b u t  widespread. Only one report of the W h ite
w i ngcd Crossb i l l  was made, while 2 Eve n i ng Grosbeaks 
were i denti  ficd ( I  at Lowden-M i l l er State Forest and the 
other at Sand Ri dge State Forest). This  was the first t ime i n  
several years that the Evening G rosbeak has b e e n  recorded 
in  I l l inois .  
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WI N TER 2004-2005 F I E LD NOTES -------------------------------

Greater Wh ite-fronted Goose 
MC: 2665, Chau, 1 1  Feb ( R& S Bj); 1 400, UCCA, 2 Jan ( KA M ,  CL); 
747, Rend L, 18 Dec ( K A M ,  C L);  700, F:aster Slough ( Pulaski Co), 
20 Dec f S DB , M W ) ;  400, B a l d . L, 29 Dec ( J E) ;  400, M adison Co, 1 3  
Jan (. IPZ, F H ) ;  3 8 3 ,  B ig L ( B rown Co), 1 4  Dec ( S DB , M W ) ;  2 5 2 ,  
Cl i nton Co, 1 5  Feb ( K A M ); 200, LSpnd, 6 Feb ( RJ ) ;  1 25 ,  Clin . L, 6 
Feb (TA M ); 1 22 ,  1- I LCA, 29 Dec ( SOB, T l- I ) ;  1 20, Hen nep in L, 1 6  
Feb ( D FS); 85,  S Rock,  5 Feb ( ES),  Widespread and abundant, espe
cial ly through central and southern regions.  

Ross '.I' Goose ut Kunkukee Bi I'd Pol'k l/ tlllny, Kunkuke<! 

County. 16 .Januwy :l0115. Photo by .Jed /-lertz. 
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Snow Goose 
MC: 200,000, Carl.L, 9 .Ian (DK); 75,000, Montgomery & Shelby 
Cos, 5 Feb (TA M ) ;  20,600, H LCA, 29 Dec(S D B,T H ) ;  1 8,000, Rend 
L, 1 8  Dec ( KA M ,  CL); 10,000, Two R ivers N W R  ( Ca l houn Co), 22 
Jan (WC R ) ; 1 0.000, Perry Co, 24 . Ian ( K A M ) ;  8000, LSpfld, I I Feb 
( R.I ) ;  2200 ( 1 3 20 wh ite, 880 b l ue morphs), Chau, I 8 Feb ( R &SBj); 
I 200, U CCA, 3 0  Dec ( S O B, SD):  63 (36 wh i te, 2 7  blue morphs), 
Rochelle (Ogle Co), 1 2  Dec ( ' E W ) .  

Ross's Goose 

Ross '.s· Goose in Kane 

County at a pond in a 

subdivision on A llan 

Road 1 1  December 
2004. Photo hy .Jeny 

Kumery. 

M C :  6 (4 ncl., 2 i 111111 . ) ,  Rochel le  (Ogle Co),  1 2  Dec (" E W ) ;  6,  
Decatur dredge pon ds ( M acon Co),  l l) Feb (TA M ) ;  4, Carl . L, 2 Jan 
( KA M ,  CL); 4, Buld.L, 24 Jm1 (KAM). Others: 3 ,  l l L, 20 Feb 
( KA M ); Hampshire f'P (T< anc CQ), I O- L 2  Dec (bu1 present much 
l onger; inj u red ) ( DB.SD,E ); Rend l, I Dec ( KAM , C L) ;  
Pyram i d  S RA, 2 5  Dec (K.I M ); Kinkaid L (Jackson o),  I . Ian ( K.I M ,  
S.1 ); Ramsey L SP ( Fayelte 'o). 5 Feb (TA M ). css nu merous this  
w i nier, pa1·1 ieu larly i n  the south. 

Cackling G oose 
MC: 36 1 8 , Rocldcl, 1 8  Dec ( DT W ) :  3 1 1 0, Roch e l l e  (Ogle Co),  1 2  
Dec ( ''T W ) ;  2 1 (i, l l LC A ,  2 9  Dec ( 1-; W ) ;  200, Chau, 9 .I an ( IU);  1 00, 
Bushnel l  ( M c Donough Co), 29 Dec ( L L H ); 40, Rend L, 1 8  Dec 
( K A M ,  C L ) .  Others: 950, H ennepin  L,  9 Dec ( D FS ) ;  435,  Nach us•1 ,  
I X  D e c  ( lO W ) ;  3 2 8 ,  J o h n son S a u k  Tra i l  S P  ( H en ry Co), I 9 D e c  ( FW ) ;  
1 00, Aumra West F P  ( Kane Co ), 1 0  Dec ( F W ) ;  2 5 ,  ll i g L  ( 11 rnwn 
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Co), 1 4  Dec (SDB,MW); 1 5 , Rock R (Whiteside Co), 27 Dec (CK, 
TG); 1 5, Miss .R (Rock Island Co), 29 Dec (SMF); I 0, Bald.L, 4 Dec 
(JE); 1 0, St. Clair Co, 22 Jan (KAM); 7, JP, 26 Dec (PC); 7, UCCA, 
30 Dec (VK, KJM, EW); 6, Menne! L, 3 1  Dec (KAM, D K); 6, 
Pyramid SRA, 1 2  Feb (TAM);  3, Carl .L, 5 Feb (DK);  2,  Two Rivers 
NWR (Calhoun Co), 1 8  Dec WCR ; 2, Winthrop H, 25 Dec (EW); 
Livingston Co, 14 Dec (E ); Champaign Co, 8 Jan (EC, m.ob.). Thi s  
recently elevated species was widespread and abundant. 

Canada Goose 
MC: 11.350, Grundy Co, 27 Jan (DFS); 7,500, 1-JLCA, 29 Dec 
(SOB, TH); 5572, Chau, 3 1  Dec (R&SBj) ;  3 J OO, Hennepin L, 9 Dec 
(DFS); 2650, Kane Co, 1 1  Dec (KAM); 2540, JP, 25 Dec (PC); 1620, 
U CCA, 30 Dec (VK, KJM ,  EW); 1 3 14 ,  Rock Island Co, 19 Dec 
(KJM, SH, 111.ob.); 1 2 1 2, MTwain, 2 1  Dec (KJ M ,  SH); 845, LSpfld, 
1 6  Jan (RJ). Sl ightly less numerous and widespread, especially in 
central lllinois. 

Mute Swan 
MC: 1 1 6, Wolf L (Cook Co), 3 1  Jan (CAM); 37, Channahon (Will 
Co), 9 Jan (UG); 9, HL, 20 Feb (KAM); 6, Calumet P (Cook Co), 25 
Dec (EW); 6, Washington Co, 3 l Dec (EW); 6, Kankakee Co, 2 Jan 
(DFS); 4, McHenry Co, 1 5  Jan (DFS); 2, Kickapoo SP (Vermilion 
Co), 5 Jan (SDB); 2, LSpfld, 1 6  Jan ( RJ); 2, St. Clair Co, 24 Jan 
(KAM). More widespread than usual and sl ightly more abundant. 

Trumpeter Swans at Lake Chautauqua, Mason County. 

28 November 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Trumpeter Swan 
MC: I 0 (4 ad., 6 imm.) Rockfd, 27-28 Feb (DTW); 7, lin.l., I Dec 
(SDB); 6, arl .L, 1 2- 1 3  Fob (DK); 5, UC A, JO Dec (VK, KJM. 
EW, SDB, SD)· 5 Whiteside Co, "3 with yeJ!ow neck collars 28 , 
29C, 30C," 27 Feb ( G). Others: 3, Hennepi.n L, 1 6  Feb (DF ) ; 2., 
Cordova (Rock [s Jand ), 1 7  Dec (lf< KJM)· 2, Chau, 2 1  Jan 
(R&SBj); 2 (neck-collared), BigL (Brown Co), 14 Dec (SB,MW); L 
Vermil ion (Vermilion Co), 5 Jan (MJE); HL, I 0 & 30 Jan (FH); 
imm.,  Fishhook WMA (Moultrie Co), "yellow neck collar 68C," 
1 9-20 Feb> (DT,TAM). More numerous this winter, especially i n  
the north. 

Tundra Swan 
MC: 856, Miss.R (Whiteside & Carroll Cos), 1 6  Dec (*KJM, KR, 
m.ob.);  58, Chau, 3 Dec (R&SBj); 6 ad., Cl inton Co, 5 & 1 2  Feb> 
(DK, TAM). Others: 7 (5 ad., 2 hnm.), Pishbook WMA (Moultrie 

o), 1 9-20 Feb> (TAM, DT, MP); 6, Channahon (Will  Co), 1 3  Feb 
'(DFS); 4, Jasper Co, 25 Feb (BS); 2 (ad . ), agan11shkee Slough FP 
{Cook o). 1 9  Dec (WM, WS)· nd. Roche l le (Ogle o) 1 2  Dec 
(EW); ad .. Winthrop H, 23 Dec< (EW). More .w i despread Ulld con
siderably more numerous this winter. 

Wood Duck 
M : 5 ,  Edwards o, 26 Feb (B ' ). Others: 6, U A 30 Dec (VK, 
KJM, EW, OB, SD); 3 ,  Oakwd Btms, J. Jaa (KJM, SJ)· 2, Rock 
Jsland o, 1 9  Dec (KJM, SH)' 2 pr) Pope Creek (Mercer Co), 2 1  
Dec (KJM H); 2 ,  Chau, 1 8  Feb (R&SBj); 2 ,  HL, 20 Feb> (KAM); 
2, L&D# l 3  (White.side Co), 27 Feb (VG); BigL (Brown Co , 14 Uec 
(SD'B,MW). Low numbers. 
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Gad wall 
MC: 4 50 Hennepin L, 9 .Dec (OFS); l 52, hannahon (WW Co), 1 3  
Feb (DF ); 1 27, MeredosiaL (Moi:gan/Cnss o). 1 4  Dec ( DB, 
MW)·  1 75, NewtonL (Jas1 er Co). 1 7  Dec (SOB, 111.Qb.); 1 1 7, 
UCCA, 30 Dec (VK, K.I M, EW); 1 00, HL, 20 reb (KAM); 85, Rend 
L, 1 8  Dec ( KAM CL); 77, Pyraa.ud SRA, 25 Dec (KJM); 75, arLL, 
6 Feb (DK.); 40, Mason Co, 2 1  Feb ( RJ); 30, CbuuL 1 0  Dec (R&SBj). 
See Mallard fur hybrid. 

American Wigeon 
MC: 1 440, Hennepin L, 9 Dec (DFS); 1 00, H L, 20 Feb (JE); 42, 
Rend L ,  18 Dec (KAM,  CL); 38, UCCA, 30 Dec (VK, KJM ,  EW); 
35, Mason Co, 21 Feb (RJ); 32, Clinton Co, 1 5  Feb (KAM); 22, 
NewtonL (Jasper Co), 17 Dec (SDB, rn.ob.). 

American Black Duck 
MC: 54, Clin.L, 3 Jan (GL); 42, Heideckc L (Grundy Co), 1 1  Dec 
(EW); 26, UCCA, 30 Dec (VK, KJM, EW); 20, Chau, 3 1  Dec 
(R&SBj); 1 9, Hennepin L, 9 Dec (DFS); 1 7, Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM , 
CL); I 0, L Vermilion (Vermilion Co, (SOB). S lightly less numerous, 
especially i n  the south. 

Mallard 
MC: 31.7 19, Chau, 3 1  Dec (R&SBj); 20.000, Carl.L, 5 Dec (DK); 
3 0 1 3, M Twain, 2 1  Dec (KJM, H); 3,000, BigL (Brown Co), 14 Dec 
(SDB,MW); 2863, UCCA, 30 De-c VK, KJM, EW); 2320, Hennepin 
L, 9 Dec (DFS); 1 367, Pyramid RA, 25 De� (KJ M); 978, Whiteside 
& Lee Cos. 27 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 9 1 6, LSpfld, 6 Feb (RJ); 728, 
Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, L); 692, Rock Island Co, 19 Dec (KJM, 
SH, 111 .ob.). H.  brid Mallard x Gadwall ("Brewer's Duck"): male, 
LCal, 19 & 26 Feb ('''WM). 

Blue-winged Teal 
12,  M e!'lnet L, 26 Feb> (KAM); 2, Carl .L,  26 Feb (DK). 

Northern Shoveler 
MC: 520, Hennepin L, 9 Dec (DFS); 387, Chau, 1 0  Dec (R&SBj ); 
1 50, pring L (Carro)] Co), I (\  Dec (EA, DW, RN); 80, Newt.onL 
(Jasper Co), t 7 Dec ( DB, 111.ob.); 75, I l l, 20 Feb (KAM): 45, Crtib 
Or., 2 Jun (KAM, 'L). Others: 40, Cacl..L, 1 9  Dec (DK); 4, 
Meredosia (Morgan o), 14 Dec (SDB,MW)· 3, Pynnnid RA, 1 2  
Fe (TAM); Decutur dredge ponds (Mllcon Co)., 1 9  feb> (TAM).  

Northern Pintail 
M C :  1 500, Kidd L (Randolph Co) 20 Feb (JE); 700, Carl.L Feb 
(DK); 650, Hennepin L 9 Dec (DFS); 305, Wayne Co, 15 Jun (IJS); 
86, Rend L, 18 Dec (KAM, CL); 67. LSpfld, 6 Feb RJ); 45, lin,L, 
G Feb (TAM); 45, HL, 20 Peb (KAM); 35, BigL ( Brown o), 1 4  Dec 
(SDB,MW); 28, Chnu, 25 Feb (R . SBj). More abundant and wide
spread this winter, but numbers overall remain lower than in the 
recent past. 

Green-winged Teal 
M : 7 1 2, Cbau, 3 Dec ( R&SBj); 370, Hennepin L, 9 Dec (DFS); 
300, arl. , 6 Feb (DK); I 50, Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL); 42, 
UCCA, 30 Dec (VK, KJM, EW); 1 2 ,  NewtonL (Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec 
(SOB, m ,ob); 1 1 , Spring L ( arroll Co), 16 Dec (EA, OW, RN). 

umbers remain somewhat reduced. 

Canvasback 
MC: 4000, (Vliss_R ( H:ancock · ), 26 Feb (AD); 650 HeDncpin L, 9 
Dec DP ); 500, Cl inton o, 1 5  Feb> (KAM); 1 50, Carl..L 5 Dec 
(DK); l l  7, hau, 25 Feb ( R&SBj); 80, Allon (Madi oa Co), 5 J':;n 
(KAM); 55, Rend L, 24 Jan (KAM); 1 8, L pnd, 30 Jan (RJ). OU1er 
thaa. ·a few llOteworthy concentrations, thi,� species conlinues to occur 
in lower numbers. 

Redhead 
MC: 260 Cli nton Co, 15 Feb> (KAM); 200, Miss.R (Hancock Co), 
3 Dec (AD); 55, Grant P, Chi .• 1 8  Feb (D.PS); 50, Winthrop H, 8 Jan 
(DPS); 27, Fishhook WM.A (Moultrie o), 20 Feb> (TAM); 20, 
L ' pfld, l J Feb RJ). So1rtewha1 more numerous and widespread 
this winLcr. 

Meadowlark 



Ri ng-necked D uck 
M C :  6000, Two Rivers NWR 
(Ca lhoun Co), 1 8  Dec (WCR); 
1 500, Carl . L ,  5 Dec (DK); 1 3 50, 
1 lennepi n  L, 9 Dec (DFS); 1 224, 
Chau , 25 f'eb ( R&SBj) ;  I 000, 
Clinton Co, 1 8  Feb> (KAM);  
435,  Rend L, 18  Dec ( KAM,  
CL); 1 5 5, 13rown & M organ Cos, 
I 4 Dec (SDl3,MW); 70, LSpfid, 
6 Feb ( RJ). More co111111011 !hi s 
winter. 
Greater Scaup 

(Kane Co), 24 Jan ( �:S).  Overa l l ,  
less abundant in  the north and 
rnor� n umerous and wiclespn:acl 
in the south. 

Hooded Merganser 

MC: I 540, IBSP, 8 Jan (DFS); 
58, Little Calumet R (Cook Co), 
30 Jan (WM , JA); 1 5 , Rend L, 24 
Jan (KA M ). Others: 40, JP, 8 
Feb> (KC); 8 (4 pr), JP, 1 2  Dec< 
(PC); 6, HL, 1 0  Jan (JPZ); 4, 
Carl . L, 23 Dec (DK); 3, Chau, 

Hooded Mergansers at Northwestern University, Evanston, 

Cook Counzv. 26 December 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

M C :  283,  Cliau, 3 Dec (R&SBj); 
1 73, Saganashkec Slough (Cook 
Co), 4 Dec (WS) ;  49, Hennepin 
L, 9 Dec (DFS); 3 9 ,  Pyramid 
SRA, 25 Dec (KJM) ;  3 5 ,  LSptkl, 
6 Feb (RJ); 30, NewtonL (Jasper 
Co), 1 7  Dec (S OB, rn.ob.) ;  1 8 ,  
Morgan & Cass Cos, 1 4  Det: 
(SDB,MW); 1 6, Rend L, 1 8  Dec 
(KAM, CL); 1 5 , Crab Or., 2 Jan 
(KAM, CL) ;  12, Carl .L , 1 1  Dec 
(DK); I 0, Chau, 19 Feb (RJ) ; 6 
(2 male, 4 female), Evanston 
(Cook Co), 26 Dec (EW); 6, 
Clin.L, 6 Feb (TAM).  

19  Feb (R.I ) ;  2 females, Fishhook W MA ( Moultrie Co), 2 0  Feb> 
(TAM);  Miss.R ( St. Clair Co), 24 Jan (KAM);  M i ss.R (Rock Island 
Co), 1 3  Feb (SMF). 

Lesser Scaup 
M C :  500, L&D# l 3  (Whiteside Co), 16 Dec (KJ M ,  KR); 500, Little 
Calumet R (Cook Co), 26 Dec (WM); 469, Chau, 2 5  Feb (R&SBj) ;  
400, Carl.L, 1 4  Dec (DK);  1 70, LSplld, I I  Feb (RJ);  1 00, Rend L, 
24 Jan (KAM); 93, Fishhook WMA (Moultrie Co), 20 Feb> (TAM);  
6 5 ,  JP, 12  Dec  (PC); 6 0 ,  M i ss .R  (Rock Island Co), 2 Jan  (K.IM ,  JS);  
50, Clin.L, 6 Feb (TA M). Somewhat more numerous this winter. 

HARLEQU I N  D UCK 
female, Grant P, Chi ,  2 1 -22 Dec (DFS); ad. female, Calumet P (Cook 
Co), 28-29 Dec (*CAM, R&GD); male, JP, 1 5  Jan (GAW:photo). 

Surf Scoter 
MC: 1 6, !BSP, 4 Dec (AS). Others: irnm.,  
Vulcan L (McHenry Co), 5-8, 1 1  & 13  Dec 
(KL, VB:photos, DBJ); female, Fishhook 
W MA (Moultrie Co), 20 Feb> (TAM).  

White-winged Scoter 
MC: lH (males), !BSP, I Jan (GAW). 
Othe1·s: 2, Chau, 9 Jan (RJ);  2 (pr), 
Mennct L, 2 1  Feb (*FB). 

Black Scoter 

Common Merganser 
M C :  2500, M iss.R (Hancock Co), 3 1  Dec (AD); 1 5 50, Putnam & 
Bureau Cos, 1 6  Feb (DFS); 1 1 60, Clear L (Mason Co), I I Feb 
(R&SBj); 900, Montrose H, 23 Feb (GAW); 800, Rome (Peoria Co), 
25 Jan (DJS); 60 1 ,  L&D# l 3  (Whiteside Co), 16 Dec (KJM, KR); 
455, SRock, 5 Feb ( ES); 400, Carl . L, 29 Jan (DK). More abundant 
and widespread this winter, but restricted mostly to the northern and 
central regions. 

Red-breasted Merganser 
MC: 8 1 7 , Chi, 1 1  Dec (GAW); 205, Carl.L, I Dec (KAM); 1 33,  J P, 
9 Feb (PC); 30, Calumet P (Cook Co), 23 Dec (CAM); 20, Carl .L , 
1 9  Feb (DK); 1 6, LSptld, 30 Jan (RJ); 1 6, Crab Or., 1 8  Feb> (KAM). 
Sl ightly more common th is  year. 

Ruddy Duck 
M C :  700 , Chau, 19 Feb (RJ) ;  6 6 5 ,  
H ennepin L, 9 Dec (DFS) ;  5 1 0, Clear L 
(Mason Co), 1 7  Dec (R&SBj); 475, HL, 
20 Feb (KAM); 400, Carl.L, 5 Dec (DK); 
200, Miss.R (Hancock Co), 3 Dec (AD); 
1 50, Carl.L, 1 9  Feb (DK); 85, LSptld, 6 
Feb (RJ). Somewhat more numerous this 
winter. 

Ring-necked Pheasan t  

MC: 6 females, IBSP, 4 Dec (AS); 3 ,  
Carl.L, 1 2  Dec (DK). Others: M iss.R 
(Alexander Co), 29 Dec (*KJM);  J P, I & 
1 2  .Ian (PC). More reports than usual. 

Long-tailed D u ck 
MC: 655, Winthrop H, 1 9  Feb (ES);  9 

Bufflehead at Illinois Beach State Park, 

Lake Coun(v. 24 December 2004. Photo 

M C :  56, Shelby Co, 23 Jan (TAM);  1 9, 
Kankakee Co, 2 Jan ( D FS); 1 2, Rock 
Island Co, 3 Jan (DF, m.ob.); 8 males, Sand 
Rdg, 9 Jan (RJ); 4, Green R CA (Lee Co), 
27 Dec (KJM); 3 (2 male, I female), 
Aurora West FP (Kane Co), IO Dec (EW); 
2, Cl i n .  L, 17 Dec (RJ);  Jo Daviess Co, 26 

by Eric Walters. females, Nauvoo (H ancock Co), 5 Dec -

(PR). Other·; 2, L&D# 1 3  (Whiteside Co), 
1 6  Dec (!U M ;  KR); 2, East Alton (Madison Co), 5-30 J an (KAMJ; 2 
males Rome (Peoria Co), 25 Jan (DJS); Carl.L, 1 9  Dec (DK); 
female, Montrose H, 29-30 fan (RR, NB, M M). Comparatively good 
numbers. 

Buftlehead 
MC: 1 00, Hennepi n L, 9 Dec (DFS); 40, cwtortL (Jasper o), 1 7  
Dec (SDB, m.ob); 3 8  (22 male, 1 6  female), Winthrop H ,  2 3  Dec 
(EW); 30, Miss.R (l·foncock Co), 3 Dec ( A D); 2 , Aiau 25 Feb 
(R&SBj); 20, HL, 1 4  Dec ( FH ); 20. JP, 1 2  Jnn ( P  '); 1 8, or! . , 1 2  
Dec (DK); 1 6 , Rend L, 1 8  Dec ( K AM, L). Sl ightly more nbundant 
this winter. 

Common Goldeneye 
MC: 5000, M iss.R Hancock o), 3 Feb (AO); 2450, Rend L, 24 .Ian 
(KAM); 1 500, url .L, 1 4  De (DK); 600, L&Df� l 3  ( W h.itesidl:.l Cc1 , 
1 6  Dec (KJ M, 'KR); 400, AllCln ( Mad ison o), 5 Jon (KAM); 300, 
Grant P, Chi ,  24 Jan ( O'PS).; 1 2 1 , LSptld, 30 Jan (RJ); 1 20, cbn I' 
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Feb (TAM ) .  

G reater Prairie-Chicken 
1 06, Pr.Rdg, 2 1  Dec (JW, SDB, m,ob.); 17, Marion Co, 12 Jan (BS). 

Wild Turkey 
MC: 226, R,ockfd, 1 8  Dec (DTW, in.ob.); I 02, Jo Daviess Co, 3 1  Jru.1 
C EW); 8 1 ,  Vermilion o, 5 Jnn (SDB m.ob.); 50, Jefferson o, 24 
Jun ( KAM); 43, and Rdg, 25 Feb (R& Bj); 4 1 ,  Uri.ion o, JO Dec 
(DI'S); 28, MTlvain,  2 1  Dec (KIM, Si l), Others: 66, Loud Thunder 
!IP (Rock Island o), J Jan ( KJM, DF); 55, Ogle Co, 29 Jan t ES); 
5 1 ,  Boone Co, 25 Feb (DFS ; 46 La.11gley Bollom� ( Verm i l i n o). 
22 Dec .(SDB); 4 , Rock l�land & Whiteside "os, 17 Dec K.IM, RN, 
E A ); 40, Cnrl.L, I Jon (DK);  39, Alexnndcr o, 29 De · (SDil,TH); 
27, Sam Parr SFWA Jnspcr o 1 7  De.c SDB, P W); 22, Freeporl 
(Stephenson Co), 27 Feb (SDB,SU); 1 9  Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec ( K.I M): 
l 5, Madison o, 18 Jan (KAM ); 1 1 , ::iss Co ( DB,MW); 10, Rock 
Spri11gs erHcr (Mncon o), I Dec (TAM); CJ, l:fL A, 29 Dec 
(EW); 9, Mermct L, 3 1  Dec (K.IM)·  9, Sevi lle (Ful ton o), 27 Jan 
(LL!! ) ;  6, J i m  Edgar Panther reek FWA ( ass o), 2 1  Feb ( R.I), 
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Northern Bobwhite 
MC: 38, Pyramid RA, 25 Dec (KJM); 30, Morgnn & Cass Cos, 1 4  
Dec (SDB,MW)· 20, Bushnell ( McDonot1gh Co , I ' Dec (LU-I); 1 8, 
U CA. 30 Dec (SDB,SD); 8. Thomson-Fulton 'Prairie (Carrol l o), 
1 6  Dec ( KJM KR). Others: 20, nrl.L, 14 Dec (KAM ); 20, Oakwd 
Btms, I Jan (KJ M, SJ): 1 5 .  Juspcr o, 1 9  Jan (BS); 9, Alexanuer Co, 
29 Dec (SDB,Tl l); 5, Mercer Co, 2 1  De (Tl\11, 111.ob.); 5� Rock 
l land Co, 3 .Ian (0-F); 2. aclm a, 1 8  Dec ( BW); HL, I & I R  Jan 
( PH). Somewhttl more common this wimcr, especially i11 the sou1h-
1:m portion of the stale. 
Red-throated Loon 
2, Car l . L, 1 1  Dec ( DK ). 

PACWIC LOON 
Carl.L, 12 Dec ("'.IU, JE). 
Common Loon 
MC: 9,  B<1 l d . L ,  4 Dec (.I i:':); 5 ,  Cal'l . L, I Occ ( KA M ) . Ot hers: 2, 
Kin kaid  L ( J ackson Co), 1 Jan ( KJ M ,  SJ); HL, 6 Dec ( F l-I ) ; I B SP. 1 1  
Dec< ( U G ,  A S ) ;  Rend L, 1 8  Dec ( KA M ,  C l.) ;  Crnb Or., 1 8  Feb> 
( K A M ) .  

Pied-billed Grebe 
MC: 5 2 ,  H e 1111cpin L ,  '! Dec ( D FS); 1 5 , LS pfld, 3 0  Jan ( R.l); 5 ,  Rend 
L, 1 8  Dec ( K A M ,  CL); 3 ,  Cni·J . L, 14 Dec ( TA M) ;  3 ,  NewtonL 
(.Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec ( SDB, 111.ob.); 2,  Chau, 23  Dec ( R&SBj); 2, 
LCal,  2 6  Dec ( W M, .Ii\ ) .  

H orned G rebe 
MC: 50, 11ald. L, 4 Dec .IE ; 15, Carl.L, I Dec ( K A M ) ;  1 2 ,  C l i n . L, 
I Dec (SD B) ; 8, NewtonL (.In. per Co), 1 7  Dec (SOR,  111 .ob.); 5, 
I lcnnepin L, 9 Dec ( OPS). Otbc:rs: 7 ,  Crab Or. ,  1 8  Feb ( KA M ) ;  3 ,  
Rend L,  1 8  Dec (KAM L); Chi ,  1 1  & 2 3  Dec<: (GAW ) ;  1-I L, 29 
Dec<.: ( r H ) .  Low numbers. 
American White Pelican 
M : 200, M iss. R ( Monroe o), 1 2  Jan (J PZ); 1 00 HL, 20 Feb> 
( KAM ); 27, Miss.R ( Rock I lund o), 2 Jan (*KJM, J ); 24, M iss . R 
(Hancock o), 26 Feb (AD). others: 2 l ,  Turkey Bluffs FW/\ 
(Rando.lph o .  1 2  Feb> (JE); J 9 .  C<l rl.L. I Dec< (KAM); 7, Carl .L, 
20 Feb (*DK); 5, Quincy Bay (Adams Co), 3 & 17 Dec (AD . 

l ightly more abund<inl and widespread lhis winier. 

Double-crested Cormorant 
MC: 623, Rend L, J 8 .Dec (KAM, C ); 22 1 ,  Rend L, 18 r:eb;> 
( KAM); 1 50, Carl.I., 5 Dec ( DK); 140, Chau, 1 0  Dec ( R&SBj):  42, 
Little 'nlumet R (Cook .o) 2 Jan W M); 1 1  Mi s.R Garroll Co). 
1 6  Dec (IUM, KR); 9, Wauk., I Jan (GAW); 5, Britidwood l 
(Grundy Cu), J 9  Feb (DFS ; 5, Alton (Madison o) 26 Feb (RJ); 3, 
L Decatur (Macon Co) 1 8  Dec (TAM).  Overal l ,  slightly more 
nw11cmus ai1d widespread lhi� year. 
AMER ICAN BITTERN 
Carl .L, i4 & l6 Dec ( ''''DK, R M R ). 

Great Blue H e ron 
M : ! 00, Curl .L, 2 Jan (KAM, L); 73 ChRLI. 17 Dec (R&SBj); 29, 
Miss.R Carroll Co) 1 6  Dec (EA, DW, R N); 26 (''birds- al the rook
ery''), lear L Mason Cu), 25 Feb (R&SBj)· 22, Miss.R (Alexamler 

o), 29 Dec (KJM, T); 22, Quincy Bay (Adams Co), 4 Feb (AD); 
2 1 ,  Oakwd Otms, I Jan (KJM, SJ); 1 3 ,  Brown, ass & Morgan os, 
1 4  De ( SDB,MW); 1 2  NewtonL (Jasper Co) 17 Dec (SOB, m .ob.); 
1 1 , Andal usia lough Rock Island Co), 2 Jaa (KJM, J'S); I ) , 
Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec (KJM); 1 0, U CA, 30 Dec ( DB, SD): 6, 
LCal, 26 De W M); 6. Rock, 1 5  Jan ES). less abundant this winter. 
Great Egret 
Channahon ( Wi l l  Co), l I Dec< (EW). 

GREEN H E RON 
I injured, subsequently found dead, J&M c;mal, Palos area (Cook 
Co), 1 9-21 Dec ('"'W M ,  WS). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
MC: 5 ,  LCal , 2 Jan (CAM); 2 ad., Chi , 30 Jan (Ai\, SP, LB). Others: 
Carl.L, 1 4  Dec (.IE); ad. ,  Litt le Calumet R (Cook Co), 26 Dec & 30 
Jan  (WM, JA). Largely confined lo northeast Il l inois .  

1 1 0  

Bald Eagle at Rock Falls Whiteside County. 1 9  Decem

ber ::004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Black Vulture 
MC: 100, Johnson Co, 2 Jan (KAM, CL); 46, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
( EW). Others: 1 7 , Karnnk  (Pu l ask i  Co), 3 1  Dec (EW); 1 0, 
A l cxm1clcr Co, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 5, Chester ( R;rndolph Co), 1 2  Feb 
(JE). Large n u mbers this season. 

Turkey Vulture 
MC: 70, hestcr (Randolph Co), 12 Feb (JE); 2 1 ,  Massac Co, 3 1  
Dec (KJ/v!); 14 ,  Fayet\-e Co, 5 Feb TAM ; 1 1 , Alexnndcr o, 29 Dec 
( DB.TM); 1 1 , Washington Co, 24 Jan (KAM); 5, Little B lack 
Slough NA (Johnson Co), 20 Dcc (SUB). Others: 3, LSptlcl, 6 Feb 
(RJ); 2, Sam Parr F'WA (Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec (SDO, P W).; Des 
P la ines Cook Co), 12 Feb (AA); Quincy (Adams Co), 25 Feb> 
(AD). Reduced numbers 1.hi winter. 

Bald Eagle 
MC: I 4 ( 1 062 ad., 6 1 9  Imm. 1 3  other ), Ml s.R (Whiteside & 
Rock Island os), 7-8 Jan (KJM); 14- (9 1 3  ad., 543 imm., 2 oth
ers), Miss.R. ( Hancock. Hcndorson & Mercer Cos), 9- l 0 Jan (KJM); 
20R 1 35 ad., 48 imm., 2 5  other ). Lost Ml�und Unit, Upper Miss.R 
NWR ( arrol l  & Jo Davic-ss Cos), 26 Feb ( AA, m.ob.); 1 46 ( 109 act., 
32 imm., 5 otbcrs), Quincy Bay (Adam. Co), 4 Feb (AD); 19 ( 16 acl,. 
3 i mm. , Mi�s.R (Alexander Co), 29 Dec (T JM, CT); • Carl .L, 26 
Dec ( DK). Other·: 75, SRock, 23 Jan ( DJS); 62, Bureau & Putnam 
Cos; 16 Feb (OF ) ; 35, Peoria o 25 Jan ( DJS); 3 1  ( 1 7  ad., 1 3  imm., 
l oilier , Rock R (Whiteside & Lee Cos), 27 Dec ( K, TG, m.ob. · 
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1 8  ( 1 l ad., 7 imm.),  Chau, 1 3  Dec ( KAM); 1 2  ( 4 ad., 8 imm.),  Rock 
R (Ogle Co), 2 1  Jan (DTW). Away from large bodies of wat<:r: Ad . .  
Arcola M<irsh (Douglas Co), l 9 Feb (DT); Ad.,  L Summerset 
(Win nebago Co), 27 Feb (SDl3,SD). Sl ightly fewer reports th is 
winter. 

Northern Harrier 
MC: 52, Pyramid SRA, 1 2  Feb (TAM); 26, l'r.Rdg, 1 9  hn (JW, TE); 
9, Cypress Creek NWR, 20 Dec (SOB); 8, Hennepin L, 9 Dec (DFS); 
4, Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA (Cass Co), 21 Feb (RJ).  Others: 
20, Carl.L, 5 Dec ( D K); 8, Carl.L, 23 Jan (DK); 6, Johnson Co, 2 Jan 
(SOB, TH, KAM, CL); 6, Fayette Co, 5 Feb (TAM); 5,  Pulaski Co, 
31 Dec (EW); 6, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM, CT); 3, Morgan & 
Cass Co, 1 4  Dec (SDB,MW); 3, Spri ngbrook Prairie FP (Du Page 
Co), 1 6  Jan (UG); 3, Winnebago, Stephenson, & Jo Daviess Co.'s, 27 
Feb (SDB,SD), Widespread additional reports of ones and twos. 

Sharp-shin ned Hawk 
MC: 4, McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec (LLH); 3,  Carl.L, 1 2  Dec (DK); 3, 
Boone Co, 25 Feb (DFS).  Others: 2, Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec (KJM); 
2, Mennet L, 3 1  Dec (KAM, DK); 2,  Jackson Co, I Jan (KJ M, SJ); 
2, Urbana, 18 Dec (SDB,GL); 2, Pecatonica (Winnebago Co), 16 Jan 
(DTW); 2, M.Arb., 30 Jan (DFS). Widespread reports of singles 
elsewhere. 

Cooper's Hawk 
MC: 5,  Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec (KJM); 3 ,  McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec 
(LLH); 3,  Urbonn, l Dec (SDB,GL); 3 (pr, I imm.),  River Forest 
(Cook Co), 27 Dec-23 Feb (JA). Others: 2 (ad. male, imm. female), 
HL, 4 Dec & 24 Feb (JPZ, FH); 2 ,  Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL) ;  2 
(ad., imm,), Hoffman Estates (Cook Co), 20 Dec (AA); 2, Edwards 
Co, 1 Jan (BS): 2, Langley Bottoms (Vermil ion Co), 22 Dec (SOB); 
2, Carl .L, 2 & 8-9 Jan (DK); 2,  Adams Co, I 5 Jan (AD); 2 (pr), 
Hampshire FP (Kane Co), 2 1  Feb (AA). Additional singles at scat
tered sites, primarily in north. 

Northern Goshawk 
imm . ,  Urbana, 1 5  Dec & 1 6  Feb (EC); imm.,  Sand Rdg, 29 Dec & 
27 Jan (AS, DFS); imm., Meredosia (Morgan Co), 1 4  Dec (SOB, 
MW, PW, I-IDB); imrn., Mundelein (Lake Co) visiting suburban back 
yard daily, mid-Nov- 28 Feb (SDB,SD). 

Red-tailed Hawk with cottontail rabbit prey at Mont

rose Harbor, Cook Coun�y. 25 January 2005. Photo by 

Kanae Harabaysahi 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
MC: 20,  Oakwd Btrns, I Jan (KJ M ,  SJ) ;  7, Alexander Co,  29 Dec 
(EW); 5, U .CA, JO Dec (VK, KJM, EW). Others ( n ort11/central): 2 

(ad., imm.) McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec (LLn): hau, 1 7  Dec 
(R&SBj ) ·  imm., pears Wds FP (Cook o). 1 9  Dec (WM,  WS); 
Andalusia Slough (Rock Island Co),  2 Jnn ( KJM,  J );  nd . . Spring L 
(Tazewel l  Co), 27 Jan (DFS). 
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Red-tai led Hawk 
MC: 35, Rock I sland Co, 19 Dec (K.I M ,  SH, m.ob.); 35, Wi nnebago, 
Stephenson, & Jo Daviess Cos, 27 Feb (SDB,S D); 32, Stephenson & 
Wi nnebago Cos, 29 Jan (DFS); 27, Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 1 6  Dec 
(KJM, KR, 111.ob.); 26, Edwards Co, 15 Jan (BS); 24, Carl.L, 14 Dec 
(KAM); 22, Perry Co, 25 Dec (KJM); 22, Putnam Co, 16 Feb (DPS); 
20, M ercer Co, 2 1  Dec (BB, 111.ob.). "Harlan's Hawk": HL, all 
winter (HI). Occurred in somewhat reduced numbers this year. 

Rough-legged Hawk 
MC: 9 (5 l ight, 4 dark morphs), Jo Daviess Co, 3 1  Jan (EW); 6 (3 
dark, 3 l igh t  morphs), Pyramid SRA, 12 Feb (TAM); 5, Lee Co, 29 
Jan (ES); 3, Carl.L, 28 Dec (DK) Widespread as ones and twos. 

A merican Kestrel with vole, Carlyle lake, Clinton 

County. 31 December 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Golden Eagle 
ad., Fulton Co, 1 3  Dec (KAM); ad., Langley Bottoms (Vermil ion 
Co), 22 Dec (SOB); ad., Quincy Bay (Adams Co), 24 Jan (* AD); ad . ,  
Chau, 19  Feb (RJ). 

American Kestrel 
M C :  2 1 ,  Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (KJM, SH, m . ob.); 1 6, Carl.L, 1 4  
Dec (KAM); 1 6, Monroe Co, 1 2  Jan (JPZ); 1 5 , Wh i teside & Carroll 
Cos, 1 6  Dec (KJM, KR, m .ob.); 1 4, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 1 2, 
Adams Co, 3 Feb (AD); 1 0, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 8, 
Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec ( B B, m.ob.); 9, Cass & Morgan Cos, 1 4  Dec 
( S DB,MW); 8, LCal, 26 Dec (W M); 7, Winnebago Co, 16 Jan 
(DTW). Slightly reduced numbers. 

Merlin 
2, Frankfort (Wil l  Co), 12  Feb ( A S ) ;  N i les (Cook Co), 1 D e c  (JL); 
Urbana, 5 Dec (GL); Geneva (Kane Co), 18 Dec (AS); female, HL, 
15 Jan (JPZ); Pyrami d  SRA, 1 2  Feb (TAM). Other (un-document
ed): "Prairie form" (subspecies richardsonii): ad. male, Kaskaskia 
Island (Randolph Co), 5 Feb. 

GYRFALCON 
Marseilles SF&WA (LaSalle Co), dark morph, 28  Dec (fide SOB).  

Peregrine Falcon 
2 (pr), .I P. 1 1  Dec (KC, PD); male, Evanston (Cook Co), all wi nter 
(EW); Urbana, I 8 Dec (GL,SDB); ad., LCal, 26 Dec (WM ) ;  ad. ,  
Miss.R (Madison Co), 27 Dec (.TE); East St.Louis (St. Clair Co), 1 1  
Jan ( KAM); imm.,  Chi ,  29 Jan (AA); ad., Wil l  Co, 5 Feb (AS); Rock 
Island Co, 1 6  Feb ( SMF); irnm.,  Monroe Co, 20 Feb (JE). 

1 1 1  



Two Whooping Cranes and a Sandhill Crane in Grunc(v 
County. 1 1  December 2004. Photo hy Eric Walters. 

American Coot 
MC: 1 0,600, H ennepin L, 9 Dec (DFS); 650, H L, 20 Feb (KAM); 
575, Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL); 225, Pyramid SRA, 12 Feb 
(TAM); 1 50, Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec (KJM); 1 44, Chau, 25 Feb 
(R&SBj);  57, I l l inois R (Grundy Co), l l Dec (EW); 45, N ewtonL 
(Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec (SOB,  m.ob.);  . 

Two Purple Sandpipers at Waukegan Beach, lake 
County. 1 0  Dece1nber 2004. Photo by Geoff' Williamson. 

Sandhill Crane 
M C :  350, Des P laines (Cook Co), 2 1  Dec< (AA); 108, Bartel 
Grasslands (Cook Co), 27 Feb (MM); 100, Glen Ellyn (Du Page Co), 
23 Feb (MM); 1 00, Belvidere (Boone Co), 26 Feb (AB); 55, LCal, 4 
Dec (WM); 8, Pyramid SRA, 1 2  Feb> (TAM); 7, Whiteside Co, 26 
Feb> (TAM); 3, Edwards Co, 27 Feb (BS); 2, Jasper Co, 1 7  Dec 
(BS); 2, Miss.R (Rock Island Co), 1 7  Dec (* KJM); Urbana, 27 Jan> 
(BP). Considerably more abundant, primarily i n  northeast. 

Killdeer 
M C :  45, Carl .L, 1 4  Dec (KAM); 25, Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL); 
6, NewtonL (Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec ( SDB, m.ob.); 6, L&D# J 3  
(Whiteside Co), 1 6  Dec (KJM, KR); 5 ,  McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec 
(LLH); 4, Menard Cu, 1 9  Feb (R.I). Ot hers (cen1rnl/north): 3, 
Frankfort (Will o), 27 Feb (MM); 3, Quincy Bay (Adams Co), 28 
Feb (AD); 3 Langley 13ortoms (Vermilion Co). 22 Dec SDB);  3 ,  
Urbana, 1 8  Dec (SDB,GL); 2 ,  Spflcl, 1 1  Feb (JU); h i ,  1 9  Dec (AA); 
Kankakee ( Kankakee Co). 28 Dec (EW . 'orncwhal reduced num
bers. 
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SANDERLING 
Wauk., 1 1  Dec< (AS). 

LEAST SANDPIPER 
28, Jasper Co, 1 7  Dec (BS, SOB); 3, Rend L, 1 8  Dec< (KAM, C L) .  

P URPLE SAN DP I PE R  
2, Wauk., 1 0  Dec (*GAW:photo). This species i s  sufficiently regular 
along the Lake Michigan shorel ine in l ate fall and winter thal IORC 
has removed this species from its review list for this locale 011 ly. As 
with al l scarce species, documentation is  strongly encouraged even 
at this species' most frequent area and season of occurrence. 

D U N  LIN 
3,  Jasper Co, 1 7  Dec (BS, SOB). 

Wilson's Snipe 
MC: 1 4, Dallas City (Hancock Co), 5 Dec (PR); 4, Mercer Co, 2 1  
Dec (KJM, SH, TM, m.ob.). Others: 2, Carl .L, 1 9  Dec (DK); Jasper 
Co, 1 6  Dec & 4 Feb (BS);  Mennet L, 3 1  Dec (KJM); Ogle Co, 1 7  
Jan (DFS). Considerably less numerous and primarily restricted to 
the central portion of 1 1 1  inois. 

American Woodcock 
MC: 9, Carl .L,  15 Feb> (KAM); 3 ,  Massac Co, 25 Jan-28 Feb (FB).  
Others: Edwards Co, 6 Feb (BS); Fishhook WMA (Moultrie Co),  20 
Feb> (TAM). This species remained scarce and was found primarily 
in the south. 

Bonaparte's Gull 
MC: fillill1 m'LL.  1 1  Dec ( DK); 450, Rehd L 1 8  Dec (KAM, Cl). 
Other : 27. , Crnb Or., I Feb (KAM); 75. lin.L, l Dec (SDB); 30, 
Carl.L, 9 Jan DK): 12 Jake Wol rFisb Hatchei'j' ( Mosen Co), 10 Dec 
(R&s13Jl: 4 (3 nd . •  I J SI), Heidcckc L (Grcmdy o), 1 1  Dec ( EW); 2 
ad., Wi lmetle (Cook o), 26 De · (EW). lightly more widespread 
and oonsidernbly moro 11umerous this yenr. 

M EW GU LL 
ad., Carl.L, 16 Jan (* DK, *TAM, CT, JE, J&CM, MK). 

Mew Gull, 
Carlyle Lake, 
Clinton County. 
16 Januwy 
2005. 
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Ring-hilled Gul l  
MC: 50,000, Carl .L ,  14 Dec ( DK); 40,0f)V, Carl.L, S l�c.:b ( D K ): 
I 0,000, H L, 1 1 1 .Ian (.I PZ); 5 200, Rend L, 24 Jan ( KA IV1 ) ; I 79 I ,  
Chau, I X  Peb ( R& S 13j );  1 535 ,  LSpild, 8 .Ia n  ( C i i\W);  '!22, IVl i s s . R  
( Rock Is land Co), I <) Dec (KJM,  SI-!, 111.ob. ); 772 ( 7 1 2  a d . ,  29 I st, 3 1  
21ld ), M ontrose J-J , I S  . Jan ( C i i\W ) .  S l ight ly less abunclanl, but  l arge 
conccnlt'alions  in the south, 

CALIFORN I A  G U LL 
2nd, C;irl .L ,  1 2 Dec ("' D K ) .  This  s1iccics lr ns  subsequently been 
removecl from the /ORC n:view list. 

Herring Gull  
MC: 6900, JBSP, 8 Jan ( D FSJ; 1 800, LCal, 1 2  Feb (WM);  430, 
L&D# 1 6  (Rock ls l< 11 1d Co), 2 .Ian ( K.I M , J S ) ;  200, East A l ton 
(IVladison Co), 30 Jan ( K A M ) ;  75,  Rend L, 24 .Ian ( K A M);  50, 
LSpfld, 6 Feb ( RJ) ;  27,  Chau, 1 1  Feb ( R&SJ3j J .  

Thayer's G u l l  
M : 1 2  (5 ad., (j 1 st, I 2rtd), Winthrop 1-1 , 1 9  l'eb (GAW): 6 ( 5  ad., 
I 1 st), Miss. It (Rock lslruid Co), 30 Jru1 (SMF). Others: 4 (2 ad., I 
I st, I 2nd), Moutrose L I, 16 Ja11 (GAW): 2 (nd., 2nd) LCal , 26 Dec 
& 1 9  Feb (WM); J st, arl.L, 1 2, 1 4  & 26 Dec (OK); I SL, I-IL, 28 Dec 
(JPZ, Fl-I ; ad., nrl.L 22 .Inn (.DK); ,1 st, L Decatur (Macon o), 23 
Ja11 (TA M); ncl., Uast Pcorin (Tazewell  Co , 30 Jan EW . Somewhat 
less nume:rou · Llrn.n Inst year, and found rno�Uy in the northern por
tion of the state. 

Iceland Gull 

"Kum lien '.1· " Iceland Gull 
at Winthrop Harbor, Luke 
County 1 9  rebruwy 2005. 

Photo by Michael L. P Rette1'. 

MC: 5 (2 ad., 3 ] st ,  Winthrop 1-J, 1 9  Feb (GAW). Others: 2 (ad., 
1 st) ,  M ontrose H, 23 Jan (GAW); HL, 29 Dec (FH); ad., M iss.R 
(Rock I s land Co), 2 Jnn ('i''KJM, JS): ad ., S Rock, 26 Jan MM); nd . 
"Kum l i e n 's", LCal, 29 Jan (WM); 1 st, llast lton (Madison n), 30 
Jan ( Ki\M);  I st, B�merworlh P (Rocldsland o), 1 1 Feb (SMF); 3rd 
"Kumlien's'', L&D# 1 3  (W h iteside Co), 26 Feb (TAM). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  
MC: 6 (3  ad. , 2 2n d, I 3rd), 
Winthrop H, 19 Feb (GAW); 
4 ad., Easl Peoria (Tazewel l  
Co), 30 Jan ( EW);  3 ( I  ad., 2 
1 st) ,  Carl . L, 26 Dec ( D K);  3 
(2 ad., I 2 nd), Ch i ,  7 Feb 
(D FS). Others: 2, New 
Mi l lford (Winnebago Co), I 
Dec-2 .Ian ( DTW) ; 2 (ad. ,  
2 nd), Butterworth P ( Rock 
I s l and Co), 1 0  Jan ( S M F);  2, 
S Rock, 22 Jan ( DJ S , SOB);  
3 nl, J P, 6 Dec ( PC);  ad., I- I L, 
28 Dec (.I PZ, FH);  ad., L 
Decatur ( M acon Co), I .Ian 
(TAM) ; ad. , Rend L, 24 Jan 
( KA M ) ; I st, East A lton 
( IVladison Co), JO Jan Glaucous Gull at North Point 
(KAIVI) .  

Glaucous Gul l  Marina, Luke Coun�v. I Jan-

MC: 9 (4 acl . ,  2 1 st, 2 2nd, 1 uwy 2005. Photo hy Kanae 
3 rd). LCal. J 2 fob (WM); 6 Hirt1bayashi. 
(2 ad,, 2 I t, 2 2nd), W inthrop 
II ,  19 Feb (GAW]. Others: 3 (2 ud . .  I 2nd ), Bu(terworth P (Rock 
I sland Cq), 1 1 Jan (SMF); 2 (ad., 2nd ), Ogle o, 1 2  Dec ( *EW)· 1. s1, 

ew Boston .( Mercer o), 2 1  Dec (KJ M , SH); 2nd East Pco.rfo 
(Tazewell o),  3 1  Doc (DJ. ); 3rd, HL, 23 & 28 Jan (.I E, .IPZ); 1 st , 

hil l icothe ( Peoria .o), 30 Jan (*E:W)· 1 st, L&D# I J  (Whitcsid� 
Co), 26 Feb (TA M). 
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G reat mack-backed G u l l  
M C :  S ad., LCa l ,  1 2  & I LJ Feb ( W IVI ). Others:  2 (ad., I S lJ ,  .I P, 1 2  .Ian 
( PC) ;  1 st ,  Wi n th rnp 1-1 , 24 Dec (EW);  ad., But terworth I' ( Rock 

Is land Co),  29 Dec ( S IVI F) ;  vd, Wauk. ,  1 9  & 2h Feb ( A S ,  M IVI ). Low 
num bers, and confined to the north. 

Black-legged Kittiwake 
1 st , L&D# l 4  (Rock I sland Co), 29 Dec ( S MF)-.. -this bird w�1s noted 

on the Iowa s ide of l ,&D# 1 4, 2Ci Dec - I Jan,  and documented lher.; 
by Chri s  Edwards o n  3 0  Dec , wi lh documentation accepted by the 
I owa Records Co111mil!ee (ficle i\ 1111 Johnson). 

Rock Pigeon 
MC: 7 1 0, Cook Co, 5 Dec ( D F S J ;  700, Urbana, 24 .I an ( R.I ) ;  634, 
Whi teside & Lee Cos, 27 Dec (KJM,  111.ob.); 55 1 ,  Urbana, 1 8  Dec 
(SDB,GL);  530, Rock I s land Co, l 'l  Dec ( KJ IVI ,  SH, 111 .ob. ) ;  5 1 0, 
K i ngdom ( Lee Co), 1 8  Dec <EW); 305,  Geneva (Kane Co), 8 Jan 
(ES) ;  26, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJ M ,  CT); 20, Carl . l . ,  1 9 Dec & 6 
Feb (DK). 

E urasian Collared-Dove 
MC: 40, Carl.L, 1 9  D ec (DK);  22,  Quincy (i\da 1J1s Co), 28 Jan 
(AD); 1 6, Massac o. J J  Dec (KAM. DK);  8, Thomson ( arr 1 1 1  

o), I Jan (E.W).  Ot hers: 1 4  Cutler ( Perry Co), 25 Dec ( KJ M); 4, 

Weldon (DeWitt o), 1 7  Dec (RJ); 4. Pekin (Ta::-cwell Co), 3'0 .Jan 
(DTW ; 4, Jasper o, 7 Feb (BS ; 4, Forest lty (Mason ), 19 Feb 
(!U); 4, Hennepin ( Putnam o), 2 l Feb (MM); 4, Warren (.lo Daviess 
Co), 27 Feb ( DB,SD); 3, Union o, 2 Jan ( K A M ,  CL); 3 Wayne 

'o, 30 Jan (BS)· 2, Rend L, 1 8  Dee (KAM, L): 2, Monroe , l2  
Feb ( J PZ); HL Madison o ,  8 Jan ( Fil ); Brookfie ld (Cook o), 9 
Jan ('1'.GAW:photo); Urbana, 1 .5  Jan (OL); Woodridge (Du Page Co), 
24 Feb (M M). Oveml l ,  11umbcrs were similur lo 1.ast ycal', however 
the distribution cont inues to i ncrease. 

Mourning Dove 
MC: 1 1 58, Rockfd, 1 8 Dec ( DTW, m .ob.); 360, Km1kakee Co, 2 .Ian 
(DP '); 300, arl .L, 12 Dec ( DK); 269 Rock lslnnd Co. 2 .11111 ( !U M, 
.I )' 258, 1.  lair o. 3 Feb ( KAM); 2 J  6 Urbuna I 8 Dec 
(SDB, 1 ): 1 7 1 , Jackson o, 1 Jan (KJM, J) ;  1 64 l i n.L , 1 7 Dec 
(RJ); 1 59, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 27 Dec ( K, T r, in.ob.); 1 47. 
Wiuncbngo o, 29 Jan (D:F )· 1 24, Mercer o, 2 1  Dec (Ttvl, m.ob.)· 
I 00, Aurora West f P Kane o), I 0 Dec (SDB,. 'D). This species wns 

relatively more abundant. 

Second-year Glaucous Gui! at Ogle County landfill. 12 
Decernber 2004. Photo hy Eric Walters. 

INCA DOVE 
Carbonda le (Jackson Co), 1 3  Dec (.I L; firs t noted a t feeder on 23 
Sep). Fi rst slate 1·ecord. 
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COMMON G ROUND-DOVE 
Mason Co, 1 9  Dec ("' RQR, *TWd) . 
Monk Parakeet 
M C :  82, B u rnh mn (Cook Co), 7 Feb 
(DFS); 42, JP, 1 .Ian (PC). Others: 1 0, 
B urban k  (Cook Co), 4 Dec ( WS); 8, Des 
Plaines (Cook Co), 27 Jan ( AS). ConCined 
to Cook Co. 

BARN OWL 
Female, H uey ( C linton Co), 1 1  Dec-27 Feb 
(DK) ;  female, Carl . L, 1 2  Dec and 5 Feb 
(DK);  male, Carl.L, 1 9  Feb ( D K) ;  pai r', 
Dongola (Union Co), 20 Dec (SOB) . 

Barred Owl 

Eastern Screech-Owl 
MC: 1 5, Pyramid SRA, 2 5  Dec ( K.I M ) ; 6, 
Carl . L, 1 J::in (DK); 5 ,  M ercer Co, 21 Dec 
( KJM, S I -I. 111 .ob.); 4, Langley Flnttnms 
(Vermil ion Co), 22 Dec ( S O B ) ;  4, 

Eastern Screech-Owl at South Shore State 
Park, Clinton County. 2 JanuwJ1 2U05. 
Photo hy Tra vis A.  Mahan. 

M C :  1 1 , Car l . L ,  1 4  Dec (DK);  1 0 ,  
Jackson Co, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ); 9,  A lexander 
Co, 29 Dec (SD B,TH); 9, Mercer Co, 2 1  
Dec (TM , m.ob.); 6, Jasper Co, 1 7  Dec 
(SOB, P S W ) ;  5, M enn et L, 3 1  Dec 

(KI M ) ; 3, UCCA, (S D l3,SD ) ; 3, L i ttle 
B l ack S lough SNA (.Johnson Co), 20 Dec 
(SO B); 3,  Rock I s land Co, 3 .Ian (K.I M ,  
DF). Others (central/north): 2, Wi nslow 
& Lake Le-Aqua-Na SP (S tephenson Co), 
27 Feb (SDB,SD); 2, Thomson Causeway 
(Carrol l Co), 1 6  Dec ( KJM, K R) ;  2, M i lan 
B ottoms ( Rock I s land Co), 1 9  D ec 
( L&CB) ;  2, All erton P ( Piatt Co), 23 Jan 
(TAM ) ;  2, Langley l3otto111 s (Ver m i l ion 
Co), 22 Dec (SDB);  2 ,  S pn cl, 15 Feb (RJ);  
Waterfall G l en FP (Du Page Co) , 30 Jan 
& 1 9  Feb ( M M ); Montgomery Co, 5 Feb 

Whiteside & Rock 1sland o�. 1 7 Dec (KJM, RN HA). Ot hers: 4, 
Alex;inder Co 29 Dec (KJM, T); 3, UC A, 30 Dec ( DB, Sb); 3 ,  
Ll1tle Black loug,11 NA (Johnson Co), 2 0  Dec (SOB); 3, reen R 

A ( Lee o • 27 Dec (KJM); 3, M ermct L, 3 1  Dec ( KJM ; 3, L 
Murphy born SP (Jackson Co), I Jan (KJM, .I ); 3, Jo.lmson Co, 2 
.!Jn (KA M , CL); 3 ,  Rock Island Co, 2 Jan (KJM, .JS); 2, Lowden SP 
(Ogle Co), 1 7  Dec (EW); 2, Rend L, 1 8  Dec ( K AM, C L); 2, Urbana, 
1 8  Dec ( S DB,GL); 2,  Boone Co, I Feb (AB); gray m orph , Bushnel l  
(McDonough Co), 1 7  Dec (""'LLH). Some increase in reports from 
south. 

G reat Horned Owl 
MC: 1 0, Py ram i d S RA, 2 5  Dec ( K.J M) ;  8 ,  Rock I sland & W h iteside 
Cos, 17 Dec ( KJ M ,  RN, EA); 4, Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec (KI M ,  SH).  
Others:  7, Rend L ,  18  Dec ( KA M ,  C L); 7, Massac Co, 3 1  
Dec (KJM ) ;  7, Carl . I ., 1 fan (UK); 6 ,  Green R CA ( Lee 
Co), 27 Dec (K.I M ) ;  6, .bckson Co, I Jan ( KJ M ,  SJ) ;  6, 
Rock I s land Co, 3 .Ian ( K.I M, D F). Severn! <1cldit ional 
ones and twos, mostly i n  northern half of state. 

Snowy Owl 
i rn m .  female, Splld, 5 Dec ("'TAM ,  CS, RJ); M ontrose 
(Cook Co), 9 Dec ( '''EW, DA, 111 .ob.); Evanston (Cook 
Co), 9 Dec ( EW fide SOB); Frnnkford ( W i ll Co), 9-27 
(fide S DB);  Wi nthrop H, 1 0  Dec ( EW).  
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Right: Snowy Owl at S/wingfield, 
Sanganwn County. 4 Decemher 2004. 

Photo by Peter S. Wehe1: 
Below: Snril1y Owl at Springfield, 

Sangamon County. 5 Decemher 2004. 
Photo hy Tra vis A. Mahan. 

Unfiwtu11atclv this owl was later.fimnd 
iniured and then died. 

(TA M) ;  Bushnel l  (Mc Donough Co), 1 8  
Feb (LLJ-1). S l i ght ly mon: abundant Lhis win ter. 

Long-eared Owl 
M : 5,  arl.L, 8-9 & 16- 1 7  .Ian (DK, KAM); 3, Stickney Run FP 
McJ lenry o), 2 1  Feb (SOD)· 3, Urbana, all wi nter (SD.B,EC, 

111.ob.); 2 Kennelrnk P (Vermil ion o), 5 Jan (M.JE ; 2, 
pringbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co), 2·5 Jan (MM). Others: 

Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec (K.JM); Green R CA (Lee o), 27 Dec ( KJM); 
Mcrmet L, 3 1  Dec (LU M ); Whalen L (Wi l l  Ca), I S  .Ian ( AS). 

Short-eared Owl 
MC: 28, Pyram id SRA, 25 Dec (JEM, m.ob); 14, Pr. Rdg, 1 9  Jan 
(.JW, TE): 1 1 , Carl .L , l I Dec ( D K). Others: 8, Ba l d . L, 29 Dec (JE);  
7,  Wayne Co, 6 Dec ("' BS); 7 ,  Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec & 25 J a n  ( K J M ,  

--�J 
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Long-eared Owl, Clinton County. 2 January 2005. 
Photo by Travis A. Mahan 

BS); 6, Edwards Co, 1 8  Dec (BS); 4, Ferrin (Clinton Co), 1 4  Dec 
(TAM); 4, Peabody River King SFWA (St. Clair Co), 30 Dec & 26 
Feb (TUM); 3, Kennekuk CP (Vermilion Co), 5 Jan (MJE); 2, 
Springbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co), 8 & 1 2  Feb (MM, UG); Chau, 
17 Dec (R&SBj); Cass/Morgan Co line, 1 4  Dec (MW, SOB); Arthur 
(Moultrie Co), 23 Dec (TAM); Johnson Co, 2 Jan (KAM, CL); 
Champaign Co, 8 Jan (EC, m.ob.); Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co), 2 1  
Feb (AA). So1newhat typical numbers, but seemingly more wide
spread in the south. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
MC: 9, Carl.L, 20 Feb (*DK, *BS); 8, Carl.L, I Jan (*DK, TAM). 
Others: Macon Co, 18 Dec (TAM); Rend L, 18 Dec (KAM, CL); 
Pyramid SRA, 2 5  Dec (KJM); Urbana, 1 8  Jan (CW); Kennekuk CP 
(Vermilion Co), 5 Jan (MJE); Waterfall Glen F P  (Du Page Co), 6 Feb 
(MM, UG, AS, m.ob. ) .  

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Champaign (ad. male), 2 Dec (SDB). 

Belted Kingfisher 
MC: 5, Whiteside & Carrol l  Cos, 1 6  Dec (KJM, KR, m.ob.); 4, 
Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KAM, DK); 3,  Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec (TM, m.ob.); 
3, Pyramid S RA, 25 Dec (KJM); 3, UCCA, 30 Dec (SDB,SD); 3, 
Union Co, 30 Dec (VK, KJM). Widespread in ones and twos. 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
MC: 1 63, Oakwd Btms, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ); 32, McDonough Co, 1 8  
Dec (LLH). Others: 10,  Langley Bottoms (Vermil ion Co), 22 Dec 
(SDB); 5, Carl.L,  14 Dec (TAM); 5,  Mermet L, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 4, 
Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL); 3, HLCA, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 2, Sam 
Parr SFWA (Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec (SOB, PSW); 2, MTwain, 21 Dec 
(KJM, SH); 2, Loud Thunder FP (Rock Island Co), 3 Jan (KJM); 
LSpfld, 16 Jan (RJ). Overal l, considerably l ess numerous this  winter. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 
MC: 70, Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (L&CB, m.ob.); 40. Mercer Co, 2 1  
Dec (KJM, SH, m.ob.); 32, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 2 7  Dec (KJM, 
111 .ob.); 3 I ,  Bureau & Putnam Cos, 1 8  Dec (DFS); 27, Whiteside & 
Carroll  Cos, 1 6  Dec ( KJM, KR, m .ob.); 28,  Jackson Co, 1 Jan (KJ M ,  
SJ); 26, Carl . L, 1 4  Dec (KAM); 1 9, Cl in .L,  1 7  Dec (RJ); 23, Massac 
Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 2 1 ,  A lexander Co, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 1 8, 
Kankakee Co, 2 Jan (DFS). Low numbers. 
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Yel low-bell ied Sa psucker 
M C :  8 ,  I I I .CA. 2'1 Dec (KJM. CT); 6, Oakwd Buiis, I .Ian ( K J M ,  
SJ); 5 ,  UCCi\, 3 0  Dec (SDB,SD); 3 ,  Lillie Black S lough SNA 
( .Johnson Co), 20 Dec (SDB);  3 ,  Carroll Co, 1 6  Dec ( KJM, K R ) ;  3, 
Rock Is land Co, [L) Dec ( K.IM ,  S H ,  111 .ob.) . Others: 2 ,  Massac Co, 
3 1  Dec ( KAM, DK); male, Cook Co, 22 Ja n  (TWn:pholo); wide
spread as s i ngles through 19 Dec. Somewhat less numerous th i s  year. 

Downy Woodpecker 
M C :  88, Rock Island Co, I 'I Dec ( L&CB, 111 .ob. ) ;  4 1 ,  Mercer Cu, 2 1  
Dec (KJM, SH, m.ub.); 3 6, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec ( K.I M); 3 5 ,  
A lexander Co, 29  Dec ( K J M ,  CT); 3 3 ,  Jackson Co, I Jan (KJM,  S.1); 
3 1 ,  U n ion Co, 30 Dec (S DB,SD) ;  28, Rock Island Co, 3 Jan ( KJM, 
111 .ob. ); 26, Whiteside & Carrol l  Cos, 1 6  Dec ( KJM, KR, m .ob . ) ; 26, 
Bureau & Putnam Cos, 1 8  Dec ( DFS); 25, Langley Bottoms 
(Vermi l ion Co) , 22 Dec (SDB);  22, Carl.L, 1 4  Dec ( KA M); 1 9. 
Kankakee Co, 2 .Ian (DFS). Overall, th is  species was considerably 
less abundant. 

Hairy Woodpecker 
MC: 1 9, M ercer Co, 21 Dec (KJ M, SH, 111 .ob.); 1 4, Rock Island Co, 
19 Dec (L&CB, m . ob.); 1 3 ,  Bureau & Putnam Cos, 18 Dec (DFS); 
l I ,  M assac Co, 3 1  Dec ( KJM);  l l ,  Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 16 Dec 
(KJM, KR, m.ob.); 9, UCCA, 30 Dec (VK, KJM, EW); 7,  Alexander 
Co, 29 Dec (KJM, CT); 7,  Rock Island Co, 3 Jan ( KJM, m.ob.); 7, 
Ogle Co, 1 7  .Ian (DFS); 6, Carl .L, I 4 Dec (KAM). 

Northern Flicker 
MC: 38, Oakwd Btms, l Jan (KJM, SJ); 24, Carl.L, 14 Dec (KAM); 
24,  UCCA, 30 Dec (VK, KJM, EW); 23, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(KJM, CT); 1 4, Jasper Co, 1 7  Dec (SOB); 1 1 , Bureau Co, 18 Dec 
(DFS); 1 0, Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (KJM, SH, m . ob.); I 0, Mercer 
Co, 2 1  Dec (TM, m.ob . ) .  "Red-shat"ted Flicker": HLCA, 29 Dec 
(EW). Considerably less numerous this winter, especially in  the 
northern and central sections of the state. 

Pileated Woodpecker 
MC: 1 7 ,  Oakwd Btms, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ); 14,  UCCA, 30 Dec 
(SDB,SD); 1 0, HLCA, 29 Dec (KJM, CT); 7, Langley Bottoms 
(Vermi lion Co), 22 Dec (SOB); 5,  Little Black Slough SNA 
(Johnson Co), 20 Dec (SDB); 4, Massac Co, 31 Dec (KAM, DK); 3 ,  
Milan Bottoms (Rock Island Co), 19  Dec  (L&CB); 3 ,  MTwain, 2 1  
Dec (KJM, SH). Others (central/north): 2, Bureau Co, 1 8  Dec 
(DFS); 2, Loud Thunder FP (Rock Island Co), 3 Jan (KJM, JWS); 
Rock Springs Center (Macon Co), 1 8  Dec (TAM); 2, Brown Co, 14 
Dec (SDB,MW); male, Chau, 9 Jan (RJ); Adams Co, 20 Jan (AD); 
Shirland (Winnebago Co), 23 Jan (DTW); McDonough Co, 4 Feb 
(LLH); Henry (Marshall Co), 1 9  Feb (DJS). 

Eastern Phoebe 
Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (**KAM, D K) .  

Loggerhead Shrike 
MC: 1, Pr.Rdg, 1 9  Jan (JW, TE); 5, Pyramid SRA, 12 Feb (TAM). 
Others: 4, Edwards Co, l Jan (BS); 3, Jasper Co, l Dec (BS); 2 ,  
Bald.L, 29 Dec (JE); 2, Carl.L, 1 5  Jan (DK); ad,, Pulaski Co, 3 1  Dec 

Loggerhead Shrike, Pyra
mid State Recreation Area, 
Peny County. I 2 Feburary 
2005. Photo by Travis A .  
Mahan. 

(EW); Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
( KAM, DK); Bingham (Fayette 
Co), 5 Feb (TAM). Slightly more 
common this year, but confined 
to the south. 

Northern S hrike 
M C :  3, Lake Co, 26 Feb (AS). 
Others: Aurora West FP (Kane 
Co), 1 0-25 Dec (SOB, S D, 
KAM, EW, GAW, 111.ob.); LCal, 
26 Dec (J D); Shelby Co, 3 1  Dec 
( *DFS); Rock lsland Co, 2 Jan 
(KJM, .JS) ;  Rockfd, 2-4 Jan 
(DTW); imm. ,  Afton FP (De 
Kalb Co), 9 Jan ( DJS); Pecaton
ica (Winnebago Co), 1 6  Jan 
(DTW); Ogle Co, 1 7  . Ian (DFS); 
Fermi, 13 Feb (UG). However, 
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1 9  other birds ( including 4 Cook Co, 5 Lake Co, 5 DuPage Co, 1 
McHenry Co, 2 Peoria Co & l Kankakee Co), 30 Nov-27 Feb (fide 
SOB, m.ob), were located. 

Blue Jay 
M C :  2 1 8, Jackson Co, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ); 85, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJM); 77, Jasper Co, 1 7  Dec (SDB, PSW); 77, Whiteside & Lee 
Cos, 27 Dec (KJM, m .ob.); 6 1 ,  Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (L&CB, 
m.ob.); 57, Perry Co, 25  Dec (KJM); 47, Carl.L, 1 4  Dec (KAM); 39, 
Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 36, Clin .L , 1 7  Dec (RJ); 35, 
Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 1 6  Dec (KJM, KR, m.ob.); 3 1 ,  Mercer Co, 
2 1  Dec (KJM, SH, m.ob.) .  Thi s  species was far less abundant this 
season. 

American Crow 
M C :  72,800, Danville (Vermi lion Co), 5 Jan (MJE, SOB, m .ob.); 
920, Urbana, 18 Dec (SDB,GL); 700, HL, 20 Feb (KAM); 428, 
Whiteside & Lee Cos, 27 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 364, Kankakee Co, 2 
Jan (DFS); 284, Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (L&CB, m.ob.); 1 66, 
Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 1 6  Dec (KJM, KR, rn.ob.); 1 50, Castle 
Rock (Ogle Co), 29 Jan (ES);  86, Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec (TM, m.ob.); 
77, McDonough & Fulton Cos, 23 Jan (LLH); 50, St. Clair Co, 1 3  
Jan (KAM); 48, Jackson Co, I Jan (KJM, SJ); 45,  Carl.L, 1 4  Dec 
(DK); 45, Adams & Hancock Cos, 1 0  Feb (AD). Noticeably less 
abundant. 

FISH CROW 
Andalusia Slough (Rock Island Co), 2 Jan (*KJM, JS). 

Horned Lark 
MC: 800, Carl.L, 19 Dec (DK); 534, De Kalb Co, 9 Jan (DJS); 427, 
Meyer (Adams Co), 1 0  Feb (AD); 400, La Salle & Bureau Cos, 8 Jan 
(DJS); 282, HLCA, 29 Dec (EW, KJM, CT); 1 57, Boone Co, 4 Dec 
(DFS); 1 06, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 60, HL, 9 Jan (FH); 53, 
Mercer Co, 21 Dec (KJM, S I-\, m.ob.); 53,  UCCA, 30 Dec (VK, 
KJM, EW). Numbers were somewhat s imi lar to last year, but fewer 
reported in the central section of the state. 

TREE SWALLOW 
I-IL, 19 & 27 Feb (Fl-l); Carl .L, 26 Feb (DK). 

Carolina Chickadee 
MC: 1 30, Jasper Co, l 7 Dec (SOB, PSW); 1 1 5 ,  M assac Co, 3 1  Dec 
( KJM); 95, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM , CT). Others: 78, Jackson 
Co, 1 Jan ( KJM, SJ); 44, Langley Bottoms (Vermil ion Co), 22 Dec 
(SOB); 40, Carl.L, 1 4  Dec (KAM); 40, Perry Co, 25 Dec (KJM); 36, 
Union Co, 30 Dec (SOB, SD); 34, Little B l ack Slough SNA 
(Johnson Co), 20 Dec (SOB); 24, Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL). 

Black-capped C hickadee 
MC: 569, Winnebago Co, 2 Jan (DTW, m.ob.) ;  498, Rockfd, 18 Dec 
(DTW, m .ob. ) ;  209, Rock Island Co, 19 Dec (KJ M ,  Sil ,  m.ob.) ;  1 48, 
Whi teside & Carroll Cos, 16 Dec (KJ M ,  KR, m.ob.); I 08, Rock 
Island & Whiteside Cos, 1 7  Dec (KJ M, RN, EA); 85, Mercer Co, 2 1  
Dec (KJM, SH,  m.ob. ); 7 1 ,  Bureau & Putnam Cos, 1 8  Dec (DFS); 
6 1 ,  Ogle Co, 12 Feb (DFS); 20, Cass & Morgan Cos, 14 Dec 
(SDB,MW); 1 7, Clin.L, l 7 Dec (RJ); 1 5 ,  Sand Rdg, 9 & 1 7  Jan ( R.J, 
KAM);  Madison Co, 23 Jan (FH). 

Tufted Titmouse 
MC: 355, Oakwd Btms, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ) ; 77, Jasper Co, 1 7  Dec 
(SOB, PSW); 4 1 ,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 39,  Alexander Co, 29 
Dec (K.J M ,  CT); 36, Langley Bottoms (Vermi l ion Co), 22 Dec 
(SDB); 30, Carl .L ,  14 Dec (KAM); 25, Bureau & Putnam Cos, 1 8  
Dec (DFS); 25,  Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec (KJM, SH, TM, m.ob.) ;  2 1 ,  Rock 
I sland Co, 19 Dec ( L&CB, 111 .ob.) . Overal l ,  th i s  species appeared to 
be less numerous th is  year. 

Red-breasted N uthatch 
MC: 48, Winnebago Co, 2 Jan ( DTW, 111.ob.); 20, Sand Rdg, 1 7  Jan 
(KAM); 1 2, Lowden-Mi l ler SF (Ogle  Co), 18 Dec (EW); 9, Lee Co, 
27 Dec (KJM, CK, TG); 8, Cordova (Rock I s land Co), 1 7  Dec 
(KJM); 6, M .Arb., 25 Dec (EW); 4, I B S P, 1 Jan (GAW); 3, Urbana, 
1 8  Dec (SDB,GL); 3, Morgan Co, 14 Dec (SDB,MW) ;  3, Johnson 
Sauk Trai I SP (Henry Co), 1 9  Dec (EW); 3, H ampshire FP (Kane 
Co), 2 1  Feb (AA). Widespread as ones and twos. 
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White-breasted N uthatch 
M C :  99, Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (TM, m.ob.); 60, Mercer Co, 2 l 
Dec (KJM, SH, m .ob.); 59, Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 1 6  Dec (KJM, 
KR, m.ob.); 45, Jackson Co, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ); 27, Ogle Co, 1 2  Feb 
(DFS); 26, Union Co, 30 Dec (SDB,SD); 23, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJM); 23, Langley Bottoms (Vermi lion Co), 22 Dec (SOB); 22, 
Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM, CT); 20, Jasper Co, I 7 Dec (SDB, 
PSW). Considerably  reduced numbers. 

Brown Creeper 
M C :  12 ,  Rock Island Co, 19 Dec (KJM, SH, m.ob .) ;  1 1 ,  Massac Co, 
3 1  Dec (KJM); 8, Little Black Slough SNA (Johnson Co), 20 Dec 
(SDB); 8, HLCA, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 7, MTwain, 2 1  Dec (KJM, SH); 
7, Oakwd Btms, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ); 6,  Cass & Morgan Cos, 14 Dec 
(SDB,MW);  5 ,  Carl .L,  14 Dec (KAM) ;  5, M.Arb., 30 Jan (ES); 4, 
Carroll Co, 1 6  Dec (KJM, KR); 4, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 27 Dec 
(KJM, A&ET). Slightly less numerous this year. 

Carolina Wren 
M C :  41 ,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 40, Un ion Co, 30 Dec (DFS); 
31 , Jackson Co, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ); 23, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(SDB,TH); 1 8, Carl .L, 14 Dec (KAM); 1 8, Rend L, 18 Dec (KAM, 
CL); 1 7, Langley Bottoms (Vermilion Co), 22 Dec (SDB); 1 6, Sam 
Parr SFWA (Jasper Co), l 7 Dec (SDB, PSW); 12, Urbana, 
(SDB,GL); 9 ,  Little Black Slough SNA (Johnson Co), 20 Dec 
(SDB); 9, Cass & Morgan Cos, 1 4  Dec (SDB, MW); 8, Bureau & 
P utnam Cos, 1 8  Dec (DFS); 8, Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (KJM, SH, 
111.ob.). Others: 3 ,  Carrol l  Co, 16 Dec (KJM, KR); 3 ,  SRock, 15 Jan 
(ES); 3 ,  JP, 27 Feb (PC, KC); 2, Clin.L, 1 7  Dec (RJ); 2, Sand Rdg, 9 
Jan (RJ); 2, Sptld, 1 8  Jan (RJ). Sl ightly more abLmdant  this winter, 
especially in the south. 

Winter Wren 
MC: 1 5 ,  Little Black Slough SNA (Johnson Co), 20 Dec (SOB); 6, 
Rockfd, 18 Dec (DTW, m.ob.) ;  4, UCCA, 30 Dec (SDB,SD); 3, 
HLCA, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 3 ,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KAM, DK).  
Others: 2, Rock Island Co, 17 Dec (KJM); 2, Rend L, 18 Dec 
(KAM, CL);  2,  Moraine Hills SP  (McHenry Co), 15  Jan (DFS); 
Carroll Co, l 6 Dec (KJM, KR); Urbana, l 8 Dec (EC); MTwain, 2 1  
Dec (KJM, SH); MacArthur Wds F P  (Lake Co), 1 Jan (AS); Kinkaid 
L (Jackson Co) , I Jan (KJM, SJ);  HL, 1 Jan (FH); WolfL (Cook Co), 
10 Jan (CAM); Busse Wds FP (Cook Co) ,  28 Jan (AA). 

Marsh Wren 
Kankakee Co, 2 Jan (*DFS);  Moraine Hills SP (McHenry Co), 1 5  
Jan (DFS). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
MC: 1 6, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 1 5, Oakwd Btms, I Jan (KJ M ,  
SJ); 12 ,  M oraine H i l ls SP  (McHenry Co), 1 5  Jan (DFS); 1 3 , 
Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM, CT); 1 1 , Bureau Co, 1 8  Dec (DFS); 9,  
Carl.L, 14 Dec (KAM); 8, Cass & Morgan Cos, 14 Dec (SDB,MW); 
8 ,  Timber Ridge fl' (Du Page Co), 1 8  Dec (UG); 7 ,  Sand Rdg, 1 4  
Dec (ES); 6 ,  Urbana, 7 Feb (GL). More numerous overa l l .  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
MC: 4, HLCA, 29 Dec (KJM, CT); 2, UCCA, 30 Dec (SDB,SD); 2 
(pr), HL, 30 Dec (JPZ, Yl-1). Others: Putnam Co, 1 8  Dec (*DFS);  
Cal houn Co, 18 Dec (WCR); Mennet L, 31  Dec (KJ M ) . Less numer
ous this year. 

Eastern Bluebird 
MC: 37, McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec (LLH);  35,  Massac Co, 31 Dec 
(KJM) ;  32, Oakwd Btms, l Jan (KJ M, SJ); 27, Bureau Co, 1 8  Dec 
(DFS); 27, Monroe Co, 12 Jan (JPZ); 22, Rend L, l 8 Dec (KA M ,  
CL); 20, Carroll Co, 1 6  Dec (KJM, KR); 20, Johnson & Pulaski Cos, 
20 Dec (SDB); 20, A lexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM , CT); 1 6, UCCA, 30 
Dec (SDB,SD); 1 3, /\darns Co, 17 Dec ( A D); 1 3 , Mercer Co, 21 Dec 
(KJM, SH, m.ob.); 1 3 , Carl .L, 2 Jan (KAM, CL); I I ,  Sand Rdg, 1 4  
Dec (ES); 9, Cass & Morgan Cos, 1 4  Dec (SDB,MW); 9, Rock 
I s land Co, 2 Jan ( KJM , JS) . Sl ightly more abundm1l and widespread. 

H ermit Thrush 
MC: 9, Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL); 4, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 
3,  Loud Thunder FP (Rock Island Co), 3 .Ian (KJM). Others: 3, Little 

Meadowlark 



l l l a c k  S l o ugh S N/\ ( J (1h nso11 Col ,  20 Dec 
( S D ll ) ;  3 ,  l'crTy Co.  25  Dec ( K .I M ) ;  3 .  
i\lcxandcr Co, 2'! Dec ( KJ M , CTJ;  I l <r 1 11 1Jsh i rc 
Ff' ( Kane Co), 4 Dec ( DFS ); Carmi I Co, I (1 Dec 
( l\..I M ,  K R ) ; ( i rnnd De tour ( Lee Co), 1 8  Dec 
( FW ): Sp lhl, 2U Dec ( IU l ; . I I ', 25-2() Dec< ( PC ) ;  
Sand l{dg, 'J & 27 .Ian ( R,I. Dl .. S ) ;  U rb<rna, 2 0  
. !:1 11 ( C / L i ;  C l i n . J , , I I ke ( S D 8 ) ;  K i e h m  
Arboretum, Rockrd, 3 1  Jan-7 Feb < DTW);  
Waterfa l l G l rn  l·'I' ( Du l'agc Co) .  11 Feb ( U G ). 
This  spec i es w<rs noticeably less abumlar1t. 

A merican Robin 
Pine Warbler ut 

UCCA, 30 Dec ( V I-'. , l<..I M.  LW, S D l l J ;  2. 
M;1ss<rc Co. 3 1  l )cc ( K i\ M ,  DI\.) :  Car'I L. 23 
Dec ( D I( ) ;  N cwtonL ( J <rspcr Co) ,  1 7 Dec 
( S D8 ); I HS P, 8 . Ian (AS ) ;  Fayette Co. 5 Feb 
(TA M ). 

BOH E M I AN WAXW I N G  
Ch i l l icoth e  ( Peoria Co), 2 .1;1 11 ( ': L L ), 

Cedar Wa xwing 
MC: 1 62 ,  Loud Th under F r  ( Rock l s l < 1 1 1d Co), 
3 J r n1 ( K.I M ,  DJ-'); 1 34. Kiehm Arboretu m ,  
Rock liJ, 23 . Ian  ( DTW);  41 1 ,  Mercer· Co, 2 1  Dec 

Carlyle Lctlre, ( K.I M . S i l ); 30, Carl .L, 5 Dec ( D K ) :  1 7 , MC:  1 400 ( roosl), Meredosial. ( Morgan Co), 
1 4  Dec ( S D 1:3, M W, 111 .ob. ) ;  S OU,  Klchrn 
Arbmeturn. Rocld(I, 23 .I an ( DTW ) ;  1 74, Rend 
L, I 8 Dec ( KA M ,  CL) ;  1 47,  Loud Tlnrmkr r-r 

Clinton Co unty. 1 4  December 
2004. Photo hy Travis A. Mahan. 

Jackson Co, I . Ian ( K.I M ,  SJ). Others: 1 08, 
Nachusa, 1 8  Dec ( EW) ;  95,  Jol iet ( W i l l  Co),  I 3 
fob ( DI'S) ;  <i5 ,  Rive rwoods ( Lake Co), 2 1  Dec 

( Rock Is land Co), 3 .Ian ( K. IM, D F J ;  1 30, Sand Rdg, 1 7  Jan ( KA M ) ;  
l 0 5  Shabbona L S P  (De Ka lb Co), 3 0  J a n  & 6 Feb ( DJS);  76, 
Ve;·1�1 i l ion Co, 5 .Ian ( SDl3, 111 .ob.); 75, St. Cla ir  Co, 3 Feb'., ( KA M ) ; 
67, Nachusa, 1 8  Dec ( EW) ;  63, Spring Creek Val ley FP (Cook Co), 
20 Dec (AA); <iO, Pyrarnid SRA, 25 Dec ( KJ M ) ;  52, M assac Co, 3 1  
Dec (KJ M ); 5 2, Chi ,  6 Jan (AA); 40, Cl in.L,  I Dec (SDB);  26, 
McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec (LLH) .  M ore nurnerous and widespread i n  
the north, b u t  less comrnon elsewhere. 

VARIED TH RUSH 
female, Evergreen L ( Woodlord Co), 1 8  Dec ( "'AC); female, Cal umd 
P (Cook Co), 22-28 Dec (*CAM, DFS, ES, W M ,  111.ob.). This species 
has subsequently been removed from the I O RC review l i st. 

GRAY CATBI RD 
Grant P, Chi,  6 Dec ( D FS) ;  DcWill Co, 1 7 Dec ( EC);  M assac Co, 3 1  
Dec ( * KJ M ) .  

Northern Mockingbird 
MC: 1 6, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec ( KAM , DK); 8, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(SDB,TH); 8, Pulaski Co, 28 Feb (KAM,  TK); 6, M cDonough Co, 
1 8  Dec (LLH); 4, Johnson & Pulask i  Cos, 20 Dec (SOB).  Others 
(central/north) :  2, Rock Is land Co, 17 Dec ( KJ M ) ;  2 ,  U rbana, 1 8  Dec 
(SDB,GL); Rock Island Co, 3 Jan ( KJ M ) ;  Spfld, 1 7-25 .Ian (RJ) ;  
Goofy Ridge ( M ason Co),  30 .Ian  (DTW) .  

Brown Th rasher 
MC: 4, Oakwd 1:3tms, I Jan (KJM,  SJ); 3 ,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJM) .  Others: 2 ,  Perry Co, 25 Dec (K.I M) ;  2, Sam Parr SFWA 
(Jasper Co), I 7 Dec (PSW);  River Forest (Cook Co), all wi nter (JA); 
Batavia ( Kane Co), 1 8  Dec (ES); Union Co. 2 Jan ( KA M, CL); 
H LCA, 29 Dec (S DB,Tl-I ) ;  Rock Is land 
Co, 3 Jan ( KJM) ;  Madison Co, 23 Jan 
(FH);  Urbana, 3 1  Jan ( EC). Fairly typical 
numbers, but w i th more reported from the 
north. 

European Starl ing 
MC: 40.000, Carl .L ,  5-6 Feb ( D K);  
1 2,464, Wi nnebago Co, 2 .I an ( DTW, 
m.ob.); 10.000, Carl.L, l 9 Dec ( DK) ;  
8500, Rend L,  1 8  Dec  ( KA M ,  CL); 3220, 
Kankakee Co, 2 Jan ( DFS) ;  2000, Spfld, 
1 7  Feb (RJ) ;  1 879, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 
27 Dec (A&ET, 111 .ob.). Others: 2204, 
.l<rckson Co, I .Ian ( K.I M ,  SJ); 2 1 54, Perry 
Co, 25 Dec (KJ M ); 1 850, M assac Co, 3 1  
Dec ( K.I M ); 1 637, Rock I s l and Co, I LJ 
Dec ( L&C8, 11 1 .ob. ) ; 1 500, U r·bana, 24 
Jan (R.1 ); 1 450, Rock I sland Co, 3 Jan 
( KJ M,  111 .ob, ) ;  1 08 1 ,  Cl in.L, 17 Dec (RJ) .  
Consider<1bly more abundar1t throughout 
I l l i nois th is  w in ter-. 

(CW) ;  3 ,  O ' Fa l lon  ( St .  Clair Co),  J lJ Jan 
( KAM); 2,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec ( KJ M ). 

O RANG E-CROWNED WARBLER 
River Forest (Cook Co), R Dec< (.IA): Rend L, 1 8  D e c  (DK) .  

Yel low-ru mped Warbler 
MC: 50, West D u  Page Weis FP ( Ou Page Co). 3 Jan (UGJ; 48, 

Alexander Co, 29  Dec (CW, KJ M, CT); 8, Mermet L ,  3 1  Dec ( KJ M ) ;  
7 ,  MacArthur Weis FP  ( Lake Co), I Jan ( AS); 3 ,  Sand Rdg, 3 1  Dec 
(DJS).  Others: 4, Cook Co, 26 Dec (AS); 4, UCCA , 2 Jan ( K A M ,  
C L ) ;  3, Oakwd Btms, I J a n  ( K J M ,  S J ) ;  Stickney Run FP  ( M c H enry 
Co), 21 Feb (S DB);HL, I Jan ( F l-I ) ;  Carl .L,  2 Jan (TA M ) ;  Loud 
Thunder FP  (Rock Is land Co), 3 .I an (K.I M); Champaign Co, 19 Feb 
(CA). Other than a couple of notable concentrations, th is  species 
was considerably l ess abundant. 

PINE WARBL E R  
1 ,  Rend L ,  1 8  D e c  (*DK); Carl . L, 1 4  Dec ("TA M) . 

COM MON Y E L LOWTH ROAT 
ad. female, Chi, 9 & 1 9  Dec (*AA). 

SPOTTED TOW H E E  
female, Green Wing Environmental Lab (Lee Co), 1 7  Dec ( ·'SH) .  

Eastern Towhee 
MC: lS_, Jackson Co, I . Ian (K .I M ,  SJ); ll, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJ M ) .  Others: 7, Sam Parr SFWA (Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec (SDB, 
PSW); 5 ,  Alexander Co, 29 Dec (KJM, CT); 4, Rend L, 18 Dec 
( KAM,  CL) ;  Rock Is land Co, 2 Jan ( * KJM,  JS);  Carl.L ,  2 & 8 Jan 
(DK, TAM ) ;  Loud Thunder Fr ( Rock I sland Co), 3 .Ian (*K.I M ). . 

Overa l l ,  numbers were s irn i lar to l ast 
year, with more being found in the south. 

American Tree Spa rrow 
M C :  545, Stephenson Co, 2LJ .Ian  ( DFS); 
3 1 9, Rock I s land Co, 1 9  Dec ( L&CB, 
111 .ob.); 3 1 5 , Lost Mound Un it, Upper 
M i ss .R N W R  (Carrnl l & Jo Daviess 
Cos), 3 1  Jan (EW) ;  26 7, M ercer Co, 2 I 
Dec (K .I M, SI-I, 111.ob.); %, .l im  Edgar 
Panther Creek SFWA (Cass Co), 2 1  Feb 
( RJ ) ,  Others (centrnl/south) :  94, Perry 
Co, 25 Dec ( KJM) ;  83, 1:3rown, Cass, & 
Morgan Cos, 1 4  Dec ( S D 1:3, MW);  79, 
Champaign Co, 1 8  Dec ( CC) ;  55,  Cl in .L, 
1 7  Dec ( RJ ) ;  55 ,  Pyrarnid SRA, 1 2  �·cb 
(TA M ) ;  44, U n ion  Co, 30 Dec 
( S D B,SD) ;  40, Aurora West FP ( Kane 
Co), 1 0  Dec (SDB,SDl;  40, Carl.L, 1 7  
Jan ( D K ) ;  38,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
( KAM,  DK). Sl ightly less abundant this 
season� 

American Pipit 
MC: 88,  Urbana, 18  Dec ( SDB,G L); 64, 
Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KJ\ M ,  CL) .  Others: 7. 
Alexander Co, 29 Dec ( S D B,Tl-1 ) ; 4 ,  

Chipping Sparrow at  McKinley Woods in 

Will County. Late date of' 1 1  Decemher 

2004. Photo hy Eric Walters. 

CH I PPING SPARROW 
i111111 . ,  R iver Forest (Cook Co), 1 - 1 7  Dec< 
('JA); Woodridge ( Du Page Co), 4 Dec< 
(UG) ;  ad., M cKin ley Wds (Wi l l  Co), ll 
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Dec (*EW); Rockfd, 25 Dec & 1 9  Jan (*BW, DTW); imm.,  Lodge 
P ( Piatt Co), 3 & 27 Jan (BG, RJ). 

Field Sparrow 
M C :  149, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KAM, DK). Others: 9, Alexander 
Co, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 8, UCCA, 30 Dec (SDB,SD); 6, Oakwd 
Btms, 1 Jan (KJM, SJ); 4, Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec (KJM); 3, Sam Parr 
SFWA (Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec (SDB, PSW); Hampshire FP (Kane Co), 
4 Dec (DFS); Chi, 8,  l I & 25 Dec (GAW); Clinton Co, 14 Dec 
(TAM). 

Vesper Sparrow 
Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec (*KJ M ); Mermet L, 31 Dec (*KJM).  

LARK BUNTING 
Aurora West FP (Kane Co, 1 3  Nov through at least 18 Dec (*SC, 
AFS, *AH, SB, SD, m .ob.). See story in this issue. 

Savannah Sparrow 
M C :  34, Brown & Cass Cos, 14 Dec (SDB,MW); 27,  Grassy Slough 
Preserve (Johnson Co), 20  Dec (SDB, MW,DT); 1 8 ,  Alexander Cu, 
29 Dec (SDB,Tl-l); 1 6, Pyram id SRA, 25 Dec (KJM); 1 0, Hennepin 
L, 9 Dec (DFS); 8 ,  Carl .L, 28  Dec (DK); 7,  Urbana, 1 8  Dec 
(SDB,GL). Others: 6, M enne! L, 3 1  Dec (KJM); 6, Kaskaskia 
Island (Randolph Co), 6 Feb (JE); 5,  Rend L, 24 Jan (KAM); 7, 
UCCA, 30 Dec (SDB,VK, KJM, EW); HL, 9 Jan (FH); 2 ,  NewtonL 
(Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec (SDB); Toulon (Stark Co), 10 Jan (JW). Sl ightly 
more abundant and widespread. 

Le Conte's Sparrow 
Jasper Co, 1 6  Dec (BS); Rend L, 24 Jan (KAM); H LCA, 29 Dec 
(TH, SDB); Spunky Bottoms (Brown Co) (2), 1 4  Dec (SDB, MW). 

Fox Sparrow 
M C :  1 9, Perry Co, 25 Dec ( KJM); 6, Aurora West FP ( Kane Co), 8 
Dec (ES); 5. Moultrie Co, 23 Dec (TAM); 5, Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(SDB,TH); 5, Sam Parr SFWA (Jasper Co), 1 7  Dec (SDB, PSW); 5,  
Langley Bottoms ( Vermi l ion Co), 22 Dec (SDB);  4, Oakwd Btms, I 
Jan (KJ M ,  SJ); 3, Urbana, 9 Jan (GL). Others: 3, Carl.L, 14 Dec 
(TAM);  3 ,  H L, 20 Feb ( KAM); 2 ,  Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL); 2, 
Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec (TM, m.ob.); 2, Beall Weis (Wabash Co), 26 Dec 
(BS) ;  2, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KAM, DK); McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec 
(LLl-1); Evanston (Cook Co), 26 Dec (*EW); Utica (La Salle Co), 22 
Jan (DTW); Winnebago Co,  29 Jan (DFS). 

Song Spa rrow 
M C :  I 02, Union Co, 30 Dec ( DFS); I 0 I ,  Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (K.J M) ;  
94,  Alexander Co,  29 Dec (SDB,TH); 53, Brown, Cass, & Morgan 
Cos, 1 4  Dec (SDB,MW); 52,  Perry Co, 25 Dec (KJM); 42, Hennepin 
L, 9 Dec (DFS); 32. Carl.L, 14 Dec (KAM); 28, MTwain, 2 1  Dec 
(KJM, SH);  25,  Urbana, 1 8  Dec (SDB,GL); 23 ,  Johnson & Pulaski 
Cos, 20 Dec (SOB); 2 1 ,  Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (L&Cl3, 111 .ob.) .  
Overal l ,  this species was somewhat less numerous. 

Lincoln's Sparrow 
Carroll Co, 1 6  Dec (*KJM, K R) ;  Alexander Co, 29 Dec ( *K.JM). 

Swamp Sparrow 
MC: 66, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KAM, D K);  36, Hennepin L, 9 Dec 
( DFS); 36, Carl .L, 1 4  Dec (TAM); 26, Union Co, 30 Dec (SDB,SD); 
1 9, MTwain,  2 1  Dec ( KJM,  SH); 1 6, Brown, Cass, & Morgan Cos, 
14 Dec (SDB,MW); 1 5 , Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 1 6  Dec (EA, DW, 
RN, rn.ob. ). Others: 22,  Oakwd Buns, I .Ian (KJ M ,  SJ); 1 9, 
Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 1 2, Johnson Co, 20 Dec (SDB);  
1 2 , Chi,  9 Dec (AA);  4, Green R CA ( Lee Co),  27 Dec (KJM); 
McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec (LLH); H L, 21 & 29 Dec (FH); Lockport 
(Wi l l  Co), 9 Jan (UG).  S l ightly less abundant this winter. 

White-throated Sparrow 
M C :  360, Perry Co, 25 Dec (KJM); 250, HL, 1 6  Jan (JPZ); 240, 
Oakwd Btms, I Jan ( KJ M ,  SJ); 1 1 3 , Jasper Co, 17 Dec (SDB, PSW); 
64, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 57, Union Co, 30 Dec 
(SDB,SD); 50, Grant P, Chi, 6 Dec (DFS); 24, Brown, Cass, & 
Morgan Cos, 1 4  Dec (SDB,M W); 24, Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (KJM, 
SH,  m.ob.) ;  20, Clin.L, I Dec (SDBl; 20, Urbana, 18 Dec (SDB,GL); 
12, MTwain, 2 1  Dec (KJM, SH); 7 ,  Sand Rdg, 5 Feb (LLJ-1 ) .  Others 
(central/north): 1 3 , Loud Thunder FP (Rock I sland Co), 3 Jan 
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(KJ M); 6, Urbana, 1 Dec (EC); 6, Calumet P (Cook Co), 2 Jan 
(CAM); 6, Fulton Co, 25  Jan (LLH); 5,  JP, 12 Jan (PC); 3,  M.Arb., 
25 Dec (EW); 2, Waterfall Glen FP (Du Page Co), 6 Feb (UG). 
Increased numbers in the south, but substantial  decreases in  the cen
tral and northern sections of the state. 

White-crowned Sparrow 
M C :  78, Oakwd Btrns, l Jan ( KJM, SJ); 35, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec 
(KJM); 20-35, Aurora West FP (Kane Co), JO Dec. & 1 Jan, respec
tively (SDB,SD,DFS); 26, Urbana, 1 8  Dec (SDB,GL); 5,  Green R 
CA (Lee Co), 27 Dec (KJM). Others: 2 1 ,  Alexander Co, 29 Dec 
(SDB,TH); 19, Carl.L, 1 4  Dec (KAM); I O, Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec 
(KJM); 1 0, UCCA, 30 Dec (VK, KJM); I 0, Edwards Co, 8 Jan (BS); 
6, Pulaski Co, 3 1  Dec (EW); Rock Springs Center (Macon Co), 1 8  
Dec (TAM); HL, 1 -30 Jan (FH); Cook Co, 2 3  & 2 9  Jan & 2 6  Feb 
(TWn). Numbers similar to last winter, but fewer reported in the 
south. 

Dark-eyed Junco 
MC: 625, Rock Island o, 19 Dec (L& 'B, m.ob.); 475, 'tephe11so11 
Co, 29 Jan (DFS); 242 Mercer Co, 2 1  D()c (TM, m.ob.); 1 82 Pe rry 
Co, 25 Dec (KJM); 1 22, Jackson o I Jan (KJM, SJ); , I 06, Jaspo r 
Co, 1 7  Dec (SDB, PSW)- 75, Langley Bouoms (Vermilion o , 22 
Dec (SDB); 55, Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SDB,Tl-1); 5 1 ,  Brown, Cass, 
& Morgan Cos, 14 Dec (SDB,MW); 49, Urbana, 1 8  Dec (SDB,GL); 
39, Bushnel l (McDonough Co) ,  23 Jan- 1 8  Feb (LLH). "Oregon 
Junco": Toulon (Stark Co), 25 Dec-28 Feb (J W). Considerably more 
abundant this winter, with good numbers widely reported throughout 
the state. 

Lapland Longspur 
M C :  800, Carl .L,  9 Jan  (DK); 300, Jersey Co, 9 Jan  (JE); 250, 
Madison Co, 16 Jan (JPZ); 250, Hampshire (Kane Co), mid-Jan 
(SDB,SD); 200, Champaign Co, 8 Jan (EC, m .ob.); 1 7 1 ,  Pr.Rdg, 29 
Jan (DFS); 1 37 ,  Seward (Winnebago Co), 9 Jan (DTW); 1 25 ,  Meyer 
(Adams Co), 3 Feb (AD); 75, M oultrie Co, 23 Jan (TAM); 55, 
Clin.L, I Dec (SDB). Somewhat more abundant in  the south, but 
few reports elsewhere. 

leucistic Brown-headed Cowbird (he/ow) in Grundy 
Counzy. I 1 December 2004. Photo by Eric Walters. 
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Red Cross/Jill, Cook County. 3 1  January 2005. Photo 
by Eric Wctlters. 

Snow Bunting 
MC: IOS, Starks (Kane Co), 1 S Jan ( DTW); SO, LaMoil le ( Bureau 
Co), 28 Jan (MM). Others: 27, IBSP, I Jan (GAW); 4, Montrose H, 
23 Feb (GAW); Carl.L, S Dec & 1 7  Jan (DK);  Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec 
(KJ M ,  SH); Lee Co, 27 Dec (KJM); Champaign Co, 1 8  .Ian (EC, 
m.ob.); Meyer (Adams Co), 26 Feb (AD). This species was Jess 
abundant and less widespread throughout Il l inois. 

Northern Cardi nal 
MC: 278, Union Co, 30 Dec (DFS, VK, KJ M ,  EW); 232,  Carl.L, 14  
Dec (KAM); 1 7 1 ,  Jasper Co, 17  Dec (SOB, PSW); 1 46, Rock I sl and 
Co, 1 9  Dec (KJM,  SH, m.ob. ) ;  1 04, Kankakee Co, 2 Jan (DFS); 7S, 
Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec (KJ M ,  SH, m .ob.). 

DICK CISSEL 
i mm. female, near Ware (Union Co), 30 Dec (*DFS); female, Elsah 
(Jersey Co), 22 Jan (WCR). 

Red-winged Blackbird 
MC: 44,400, Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL); 40,000, Carl . L, S-6 Feb 
(DK); 36,000, La Salle Co, 1 8  Feb (DJS) ;  7000, Spfld, 1 7  Feb (RJ) ;  
600, M orris (Grundy Co), 1 1  Dec (EW). Others: 25,000, Kaskaskia 
Island (Randolph Co), S Feb (JE); 1 0,000, Carl .L, 5 Dec & 22 Jan 
(DK); 8S80, Jackson Co, I Jan (KJM, SJ); 6 1 30, Mermet L, 3 1  Dec 
(KJM); 55 l 0, Pyramid SRA, 25 Dec (KJ M). More abundant over
all ,  especially in Lhe south. 

Eastern Meadowlark 
MC: 64 , Pyrnm id SRA, 2S Dec (KJM) ;  52 , HLCA, 29 Dec (EW); 
37, Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA (Cass Co), 2 1  Feb (RJ) ;  32, 
Jasper Co, 17 Dec (SOB); 8, Knox Co, 9 Jan (PR); 5, Stephenson Co, 
29 Jan (DFS) .  Others: 42, Monroe Co, 1 2  Jan (JPZ); 39, Carl.L, 1 4  
Dec (KAM); 33,  Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SDB,TH); 3 1 , Edwards Co, 
l S Jan (BS); 28, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KAM,  D K);  1 8 , UCCA, 30 
Dec (VK, KJM, EW) .  

Western Meadowlark 
MC: 10, Carl.L, 6 Feb (DK).  Others: 4, Kaskaskia Isl and (Randolph 
Co), 1 2  Feb (J E); Alexander Co, 29 Dec (SOB, TH) .  

Rusty Blackbird 
MC: 1 66, Carl.L, 14  Dec (KAM);  SO, Bald .L, 4 Dec (JE); 47, Morris 
(Grundy Co), 1 1  Dec (EW); 3 1 , Bureau Co, 1 8  Dec (DFS); 1 2, 
Moultrie Co, 23 Dec (TA M ) .  Others: 37,  Oakwd Btms, I Jan (K.I M,  
SJ) ;  3S,  Mennel L, 31  Dec (KAM, D K); 32,  Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, 
CL); 25, Gallatin Co,  29 Dec (DFS); 1 2, Alexander Co,  29 Dec 
(SDB,TJ-1); 7, Hampsh ire FP (Kane Co), 2 1  Feb (AA); 3, Pyramid 
SRA, 25 Dec ( K.I M) ;  2,  Babcock Marsh ( Rock I sland Co), 1 9  Dec 
(KJM, S I-I) ;  H L, I Jan (F l-I ) ; Urbana, 23 Jan (GL). 
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Brewer's Blackbird 
MC: 2S,  Pyramid SRA, 27 Feb (.l b); 20, Carl . L., 20 Feb ( D I<: ). 
Others: 2, rlea l l  Wds ( Wabash Co), 26 Dec ( l3S) ;  2, Gal l at in  Co, 29 
Dec (DFSJ;  Mon·is (Grundy Co), 1 1  Dec (EW). A l though scarce, 
this species was sl ightly more co 111111on th is  winter. 

Common Grackle 
MC: 75,000, Kaskask i a  I s l and ( Ramlo lph Co), S Feb (W); 20.000, 
Carl .L,  22 Jan & 5-6 Feb ( DK) ; SOOO, Spilcl, 1 9  Feb ( RJ ) ;  3000, La 
Sal l e  Co, 1 8  Feb ( D.I S) ;  2700, Morris (G rn ndy Co), 1 1  Dec ( EW).  
Others: 13,504, Rend L, 1 8  Dec ( K A M, CL); 5 800, Mermet L, 3 1  
Dec ( KJ M ); S675 , Pyramid SRA, 2S Dec (KJ M ) . Numbers i ncreased 
considerably, parlicularly in lhc south. 

GREAT-TAI LED G RACKLE 
Pyramid SRA, 25  Dec (*KJM) .  

Brown-headed Cowbird 
MC: 4000, Carl.L, 5 Feb (DK); 3000, Urbana, 24 Jan (RJ); 2300, 
Morris (Grundy Co), 1 1  Dec (*EW); 73 I ,  Perry Co, 25  Dec (KJM);  
350, Rock Island Co,  19  Dec (TM);  26 1 ,  Massac Co,  3 1  Dec ( K.I M) ;  
203, Rend L,  1 8  Dec  ( KAM, CL); 200, Urbana, 1 8  Dec  (SDB, GL);  
1 89, Kankakee Co, 2 Jan (DFS); 1 82 ,  Jackson Co, I Jan ( KJM, SJ); 
1 75 ,  Modena (Stark Co), 30 Jan (EW); 1 33 ,  Wolf L (Cook Co) , 26 
Dec (DFS) .  Considerably more abundanl. 

PINE GROS BEAK 
Marengo (McHenry Co) (ad , Female), - l Jan (fide SOB).  

Purple Finch 
MC: 40, Sand Rdg, all w i nter (R&SBj); 38, Vermilion Co, S Jan 
(SDB, m.ob); 3 1 ,  UCCA, 30 Dec (SDB,SD); 24, Rock Island Co, 2 
Jan (KJM, JS); I S , Table Grove (Fu lton Co), 1 8  Jan ( KAM); 1 2 ,  HL, 
1 7  Jan (JPZ) ; I I , Lowden-Mi l ler SF (Ogle Co), 12 Feb (D FS) ; 9,  
Langley Bottoms (Vermi l ion Co), 22 Dec (SDB);  8 ,  Alexander Co, 
29 Dec (SDB,TH); 8,  Oakwd Btms, l Jan (KJM, SJ); 7, Poplar Grove 
(Boone Co), 1 3  Dec (AB);  6, Johnson Co, 20 Dec (SOB).  Widely 
reported in small numbers. 

House Finch 
MC: 400, Aurora West FP (Kane Co), 1 1  Dec (TK , CMA, St-� 
in.ob.); I 93 , Bushnell (McDonough Co), 2 2  Jan (LLH); 1 26, 
Winnebago Co, 29 Jan (DFS); l OS, LCal , 26 Dec (WM); 92, Massac 
Co, 3 1  Dec ( KAM , DK); 77, Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (TM, m.ob.); 
62, Langley Bottoms (Vermil ion Co), 22 Dec (SOB); 42, Urbana, 1 8  
Dec (SDB ,GL) ; 2 5 ,  Jackson Co, I Jan (KJM, SJ); 24, Mercer Co, 2 1  
Dec (KJM, SH, m.ob.). 

Red Crossbill 
45, Sand Rdg, 9 Jan (RJ); 8, Carl .L, 5 Dec (DK) .  

White-winged C rossbill 
5 ,  Sand Rdg, 14 Dec (ES).  

Common Redpoll at Lake Chautauqua, Mason County. 
31 Januwy 2005. Photo by Eric Walters. 
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Common Redpoll 
MC: 1 3 , Chicago Botanical Gardens (Cook Co), 30 Jan (MM); 6, 
M.Arb., 8 Jan (ES). Others: 3, Carl.L, 8 Jan (DK); 2 ,  Shabbona L 
SP (De Kalb Co), 30 Jan (DJS); 2, Kiehm Arboretum, Rockfd, 3 1  
Jan-6 Feb (DTW); male, Des Plaines (Cook Co), 6 Jan (AA); Sand 
Rdg, 30 Jan (AS). Slightly less numerous this w inter. 

Pine Siskin 
MC: 8 1 ,  Winnebago Co, 2 Jan (DTW); 62, M.Arb., 25 Dec (EW); 
37, Urbana, 18 Dec (SDB,GL); 33, Loud Thunder FP (Rock Island 
Co), 3 Jan (KJM); 20, Clin.L, 1 Dec (SDB); 1 5, Hampshire FP (Kane 
Co), 4 Dec (ES); 1 5 , Lee Co, 27 Dec (CK, TO) ;  1 0- 1 5 , Mundelein 
(Lake Co), thru period (SDB,SD). Others (south/central) :  5 ,  Sand 
Rdg, all winter (R&SBj); 3,  Vermil ion Co, 5 Jan (SOB); 2 ,  Eldon 
Hazlet SP (Clinton Co), 1 8  Dec (JE); 2, Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KAM, 
DK); Rend L, 1 8  Dec (KAM, CL); Table Grove (Fulton Co), 1 7  Jan 
(KAM). Good numbers in the north and central regions. 

American Goldfinch 
MC: 1 52 ,  Carl.L, 1 4  Dec (KAM); 1 40, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 27  
Dec  (JB, SB ,  m.ob.); 1 20, Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec (TM, m.ob.); 1 1 5 ,  
Massac Co, 3 1  Dec (KAM, DK);  1 04, Sam Parr SFWA, 17  Dec 
(SDB, PSW); 89, Rock Island Co, 1 9  Dec (L&CB, m.ob.); 7 1 ,  Chi, 
1 1  Dec (GAW); 65, Perry Co, 25 Dec (KJM); 60, LCal, 26 Dec 
(WM). Less abundant overal l .  

Evening Grosbeak 
Sand Rdg, 14 Dec (ES); Lowden-Miller SF (Ogle Co), 12 Feb 
(DFS). 

House Sparrow 
MC: 1 1 00, Rock ls land Co, 1 9  Dec (L&CB, m.ob.); 850, Kankakee 
Co, 2 Jan (DFS); 645, Whi teside & Lee Cos, 27 Dec (A&ET, m .ob.); 
505, LCal, 26 Dec (DFS); 1 24, Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec (KJM, SH, 
rn.ob.); 1 00, Perry Co, 25 Dec (KJM); 75, Carl.L, 1 9  Dec (DK). 

E urasian Tree Sparrow 
M C :  203, McDonough Co, 1 8  Dec (LLH); 53, Mercer Co, 2 1  Dec 
(BB, m.ob.); 4 1 ,  Rock Island Co, 3 Jan (KJM); 2 1 ,  Toulon (Stark 
Co), 22 Dec (JW). Others: 26, Table Grove (Fulton Co), 1 7  Jan 
(KAM); 4, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 17 Dec ( *KJM ) ; H L, 4 & 30 
Jan (FH). Reduced numbers this winter, particularly in central 
I l l inois. 
EXOTIC I RELEASED SPECIES 

Ringed Turtle-Dove 
Bolingbrook (Wi l l  Co), 1 9  Dec (UG); Woodridge (Du Page Co), 5 
Feb (MM). 

ADDENDUM to 2003-2004 Winter Season summary: 

CAPE MAY WARBLER 
male, Pleasant Plains (Sangamon Co), 8 &10 Jan (*VK). 

- Kelly J McKay 
BioEco Research and Monitoring Center 

420 First Avenue PO. Box 452 
Hampton, IL 61256-0452 

KellyJMcKay@aol.com 
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1 ;  No, 3 - Winter: August 1 ;  No. 4 - Spring: November 1 
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Send Seasonal Reports to: 

Wi nter F i e l d  Notes 
D u e  by 7 M arc h (I Dec through 28 Feb )  

Send to: Kelly McK:.iy 
420 First Ave. ,  PO Box 452, H ampton, IL 6 1 256-0452 

E-mail : KellyJMcK:.iy(@aol .com 

Spring Field Notes 
Due by 7 Jun e  ( I  Mar through 3 1  May) 

Send to: Travis A. Mahan 
2476 M arquette Ct. ,  Decatur, IL 625 2 1  

E-mail: calidris_I 004@yahoo.com 

Breeding Season Field N otes 
D u e  by 7 August ( 1  June through 3 1  July) 

Send to: Vernon Kleen 
1 825  Clearview Drive, Springfield, IL 62704 

E-mail: kleen@quixnet.net 

Fal l  Season F i eld Notes 
Due by 7 December (I Aug through 3 0  Nov) 

Send to: Douglas Stotz 
Conservation Ecologist/Ornithologist 

Environmental and Conservation Programs 
Field Museum of Natural History 

1 400 S. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60605 

Email address: dstotz@fieldmuseum.org 

Support lVleadowlark 
A dvertise Here!! 

� business card size ads � 

only $15 per issue 

The Illinois Ornithological Society accepts 

pertinent ads for publishing in Meadowlark. 

See advertising information on page 39 .  

�pringhOU.SC begins where the travel 

brochures leave off. 
Read about the real Southern Jllinois :  

History, Folklore, humor, recipes, and letters -
always plenty of letters. 

One year subscription (6 issues) $25 .00 

�pringhousc 
P.O. Box 6 1  • H erod, TL 62947 

Phone: (6 1 8) 252-334 1 

S u bm i ss ion Information 

'T We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and i l lustra
t ions for possible publication in Meadowlark. 

...,.. Article topics include unusual bird sightings and 
nesting accounts, technical papers on bird research, and 

other articles such as bird findi ng guides and field iden
tification tips. Joy of birding articles wi l l  be considered. 

...,.. Manuscripts should be typewritten or computer
generated, double spaced and on only one side of 
numbered pages. Please send two copies of your manu
script and make sure you keep another for yourself. 

...,.. We require a computer disc in Word or Word Perfect 
or an electronic file. 

'T We prefer clear black and white or color print 
photographs. Digital or electronic files (200-300 dpi . )  
are also acceptable. 

'T Include name, address, and day and night time 
phone numbers. Other pertinent information about 
your qualifications and background is also helpful. 

'Y' We reserve the right to review and edit articles 
according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readability. 

Send articles, photographs, illustrations & inquiries to: 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 

967 Braeburn, M undelein, IL 60060 

e-mail address: sheryl .devore@comcast.net 

Members of the Illinois Ornithological Society 
receive Meadowlark, the quarterly j ournal, plus 
Wings Over The Prairie, the IOS newsletter. 
Members are also invited to special field trips, 
the annual meeting, and other !OS functions. 

To j oin or send a gift subscription, send your 
name or that of the gift recipient, address, and 
telephone number along with fee to: 

I OS 
P. O. Box 9 3 1  

Lake Forest, I L  60045 

Fees: I ndivi dual $25; Family $30; 

Full-time student $ 10; Contributor $50 - $99; 

Supporter $ 1 00 - $499; Sponsor $500 

Back issues of Volumes I through 1 2  

are still available for $5 each. 



Two male Greater Prairie-Chickens 
spar off on a lek in spring. 
Photo by Mary Kay Rubey. 

See inside for an article on the recovery 
plan for prairie-chickens in Illinois 

and a series of stunning photos 
by Mary Kay Rubey. 


